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GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF 
SUBJECTS IN YEARS 11 AND 12 

 
This booklet sets out details of our Years 11 and 12 courses for 2009 - 2010.  This information is designed to 
assist Year 10 students to make wise selections of subjects for the next two years.  Students and parents are 
urged to read this booklet carefully.  Please feel free to consult members of the school staff at any time about 
these very important decisions. 
 
Study Options in Years 11 and 12 
Since the introduction of the Queensland Certificate of Education or QCE (see page 5 - 7) there has been 
increased flexibility in the options available to students in Years 11 and 12.  Some of these are offered by the 
school and others by registered training organisations outside the school. The following can count towards a 
student’s QCE. 
 
Subjects Offered at School 
Authority subjects  are based on syllabuses that have been approved and issued by the QSA.  Results in 
Authority subjects can count in the calculation of OPs and FPs, (see page 7 - 8 and 74 - 77).   These are the 
most common selection devices used by the tertiary sector.  Authority subjects are academic subjects which 
are aimed at preparing students for tertiary studies. 
 
Authority-registered subjects  are developed from Study Area Specifications (SASs) and generally include 
substantial vocational and practical components.  Results in these subjects are not used in the calculation of 
OPs and FPs.  Authority-registered subjects suit students who are more practical and are aiming to go to 
TAFE or into the workforce. 
 
TAFE – Link subjects  can lead to obtaining a Certificate III.  TAFE supplies the curriculum and assesses 
students but the course is offered at the school under the supervision of a teacher.  There is an extra cost for 
these courses. 
 
Courses Offered Out of School 
TAFE Certificate Courses  are offered usually one day a week at a TAFE campus.  Students who 
successfully complete the assessment gain a Certificate II or III.  Because the course is offered at a TAFE 
Campus, students can study areas which can’t be offered at school e.g. Small Animal Care.  There is an 
extra cost for these courses. 
 
School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SATS ) allow students to work towards a vocational 
qualification while working and attending school.   Students apply for a SAT in the same way as they apply for 
a job.  Students who obtain a SAT normally spend one school day working with their employer.  They will also 
complete theory work which leads to the granting of a Vocational Certificate.  Students are paid for the work 
component. 
 
University Subjects  may be taken by a small number of academically capable students in Year 12.  Both 
QUT and the University of Queensland offer some first year university subjects to students who meet their 
criteria.  There is no charge and students may count their results towards a degree at the university. 
 
Certificates or Awards  which are recognised by the Queensland Studies Authority may contribute to the 
QCE.  Examples of these are AMEB (grade 4 or above) or the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  A list of awards 
can be found on the QSA website. 
 
Accelerated School-based Apprenticeship Program (AS AP) – (See page 69 – 70) 
 
Additional School Sponsored Activities 
In addition to the usual co-curricular sporting and cultural activities, Senior school students will be offered the 
following additional programs: 

·  Work Experience in Year 11 
·  Wavell Development Program (a half-lesson each Friday). 

 
Wavell Resource Hire Scheme 
Many subjects do not have one set textbook.  There are multiple textbooks and resources used in 
classrooms to teach the range of Senior Subjects that we offer.  Parents are therefore strongly advised to join 
the Textbook and Resources Hire Scheme sponsored by the Parents and Citizens Association and the 
school.  In this way, your son or daughter is guaranteed access to all resources and text material built up over 
many years at Wavell. 
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Subject Selection Rules 
1. All students are required to initially pick 6 (six) subjects.  If students subsequently obtain a SAT or are 

accepted into an external TAFE course, they may apply to drop one of their subjects. 
2. All students must select English or English Communication. 
3. You may choose any combination of 5 (five) other subjects, except you may not  do - 

·  The same subject twice 
·  Mathematics C unless you also do Mathematics B 
·  Mathematics A and Mathematics B at the same time 
·  English Extension (Literature) without English (Authority Subject) 
·  Recreation Studies (General Strand) and Recreation Studies – (Netball / Rugby League Sporting 

Excellence Program) 
·  Social and Community Studies (Health and Leisure) and Social and Community Studies 

(Science). 
4. The subjects that will be offered at Wavell for Year 11 in 2009 depend on there being sufficient 

students taking each subject on the list.  If you have chosen a subject which cannot be offered, you will 
be contacted and assisted to make another selection. 

 
Subject Selection Guidelines 
1. Students who are considering going to university should make sure they are OP eligible by choosing at 

least 5 (five) Authority Subjects. 
2. Students who are not achieving at least a ‘C’ in three of the core subjects are strongly advised to 

choose a course made up of Authority Registered subjects.  Students who want to be eligible for an 
OP should have a ‘C+’ average or higher. 

3. Students who want to do a SAT or an external TAFE course are strongly advised to take a non-OP 
course.  Although students who are going for an OP are able to do a SAT or take an external TAFE 
course, it is not recommended because of the time missed from Authority Subjects on the day when 
the student is out of the school.  If you want to be eligible for an OP and take a SAT or an external 
TAFE course you must discuss this with the Guidance Officer. 

4. If you are working to capacity and are getting only ‘C’ in your subjects or if you are not prepared to work 
harder than you are now it is strongly suggested that you consider taking Authority Registered subjects. 

5. Your should choose subjects – 
·  you enjoy 
·  in which you have achieved good results 
·  for which you have adequate background knowledge and skills 
·  that will challenge you but in which you can achieve success 
·  which will help you reach your career and employment goals 
·  that will develop skills, knowledge and attitudes useful throughout your life. 

6. Students who are considering going on to tertiary study after Year 12 MUST consult the book “Tertiary 
Prerequisites 2011” which has been given to all Year 10 students.  Students should make sure they 
have chosen the prerequisite subjects for courses they may be interested in. 

7. Students who do not want to go to university should consider taking two or more Authority Registered 
subjects.  If you decide to take Authority subjects, think carefully and ask advice from teachers.  These 
subjects will be more difficult and you will need to commit more time to them. 

 
Avoid Subject Selection mistakes.   
Here are some of the ways to avoid errors: 
·  Do not select subjects that are too difficult for you.  For example, do not attempt Mathematics B if your 

ability level is more suited to Mathematics A.  (You need at least a B Achievement in Year 10 
Extension Mathematics to have an adequate background for Mathematics B.)  This error could cause 
you to obtain a less satisfactory OP than you are capable of gaining. 

·  Do not select subjects that are too easy for you.  For example, do not select Mathematics A if you are 
quite capable of succeeding in Mathematics B.  This error could also cause you to obtain a less 
satisfactory OP than you might otherwise have gained. 

·  Do not choose a subject only because your friends are taking it.  You should choose a subject because 
it is suitable for you. 

·  Consider other people’s opinions about subjects, but do not select subjects simply on the basis of other 
people’s opinions.  You need to form your own opinions after careful consideration of all the issues. 

·  Do not fall into the trap of thinking “I’ll start working next year”.  If you haven’t started working yet, 
you’re unlikely to start working next year. 

·  Do not try and take on too much.  If you spend a lot of time on extra-curricular activities and work and 
are not prepared to reduce this you should consider doing a non-OP course.  This has a lighter 
workload. 
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Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
 

The QCE is Queensland’s senior school qualification, which is awarded to eligible students usually at the end 
of Year 12.  Young Queenslanders are registered for the QCE during Year 10 or in the twelve months before 
turning 16, whichever comes first. 
 
The QCE offers flexibility in what is learnt, as well as where and when learning occurs.  Students have a wide 
range of learning options; these can include senior school subjects, vocational education and training, 
workplace and community learning, as well as university subjects undertaken while at school. 
 
Learning Account 
The QSA has established a secure online Learning Account for every registered student.  Learning Accounts 
record all learning achievements.  Schools and other learning providers will be able to bank learning credits 
into student Learning Accounts after a course is completed.  Each student is assigned a Learner Unique 
Identifier (LUI) and password to enable access to the account by the student and parents.  Once a student 
has been registered, schools and learning providers can start banking credits earned after this time. 
 
Credits towards the QCE 
A credit is the minimum amount of learning at the s et standard that can contribute to the QCE.    
A credit has two elements: an amount of learning and a set standard.  For example, a credit for a school 
subject is one semester (the amount of learning) at C Achievement level (the standard); or a credit for a 
Certificate II qualification is 25% (the amount of learning) of the competencies (the standard).  
 

Some learning achievements will be recorded in a student’s Learning Account but will not  be a credit 
because either the amount of learning is inadequate or the result achieved does not meet the required 
standard.  For example, a ‘D’ level of achievement in a school subject normally does not meet the required 
standard to be counted as a credit. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy Requirements 
In addition to the required units needed to be eligible for the QCE, students must meet literacy and numeracy 
requirements.  Please read the following section to see details of  the requirements for the QCE.  
 
Awarding of a QCE 
Most students are awarded a QCE at the end of Year 12.  Students who do not meet the QCE requirements 
at the end of Year 12 can continue to work towards their certificate – their learning account remains open, 
regardless of their age (however, credits expire after 9 (nine) years).  The QSA will award a QCE in the 
following July or December, once a person becomes eligible. 
 
Senior Statement 
All students who finish Year 12 receive a transcript of their learning account in the form of a Senior 
Statement, which is issued in December.  The Senior Statement records the learning attempted, the standard 
achieved and where the learning took place. 
 
Earning or Learning 
Queensland law requires young people to be ‘earning or learning’ until they turn 17 (seventeen), or until they 
achieve a QCE or a vocational qualification at Level III or higher.  Students may continue their learning at 
school or with another organisation, e.g. TAFE.  They also meet the ‘earning or learning’ requirement if they 
are employed 25 hours a week or more. 
 
No Change to the OP Process 
The introduction of the QCE has made no difference to the manner in which OPs for tertiary entrance will be 
awarded. 
 
Queensland Certificate of Education - Requirements Table 
To be eligible for the Queensland Certificate of Ed ucation, students must complete 20 credits and 
achieve the required standard and include literacy and numeracy.   The following tables show the 
possibilities and requirements. 
 
Required Amount of Learning: 
·  Students must attain between 12 and 20 credits from completed Core courses of study. 
·  Students may also include up to 8 credits from a combination of Core, Preparatory, Enrichment or 

Advanced courses, provided no more than four of the credits come from a preparatory course. 
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Queensland Certificate of Education - Requirements Table 
Core Credit Preparatory Credit 

Authority or Authority Registered subject 4 
A Senior External Examination 4 

Certificate I Vocational Qualification  2 

VET Certificate II 4 

VET Certificate III-IV  5,6,7 
or 8 

An Employment Skills development 
Program – only 1 may count 2 

School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
Certificate III competencies demonstrated: 

On-the-job component completed: 

 
2 
4 

Tailored Training Program 4 

Recognised International Learning Program 
4 for 
each 

course 

A Re-engagement Program – only 1 
may count 2 

 
Short course in literacy or short 
course in numeracy developed from 
the QSA syllabus 

1 per 
course 

 
 

Enrichment  Credit Advanced  Credit 

160 hours (20 days) of structured workplace 
learning that an employer endorses 

1 

One or two semester university 
subjects completed by a young 
person while enrolled at a 
school. 

2 or 4 
credits 

respectively 

A recognised certificate or award in areas 
such as music, dance, drama, sport and 
community development. 
Some recognised certificates and awards will 
contribute more than 1 credit.  Some may be 
classified as Preparatory and some as 
Advanced. 

As 
recognised 

by the 
QSA 

Diplomas or advanced diploma 
courses undertaken by a person 
while enrolled at a school. 

Up to 8 
credits (1 
credit per 
completed 

competency) 

Recognised structured workplace or 
community-based learning programs. 

Credit 
determined 

by 
agreement 

  

Learning projects: Workplace, Community, 
Self-directed. 

1   

Authority extension subjects, such as English 
Extension. 

2   
 

 
Required Standard: 

Course  Set Standard  
Authority and Authority Registered subjects * At least a Sound Level of Achievement  
Vocational education and training certificates Certificate awarded 
University subjects achieved while at school At least a pass as defined by the course 
Recognised international learning courses of study At least a pass as defined by the course 
Recognised Awards and Certificates Awarded 
Workplace, Community and Self-directed Learning 
projects 

Completion at a set standard as defined by the 
approved project 

 
*Up to 2 semesters of incomplete Authority and Auth ority-registered subjects at Limited Level of 
Achievement can be conceded towards the award of a QCE, if needed, providing the student has 
exited the subject(s) after the first or second sem ester of each course. 
 
Required Literacy and Numeracy: 

Literacy Numeracy  
At least a C Level of Achievement in a semester of 
an Authority or Authority Registered English 
subject; or 

At least a C Level of Achievement in a semester of an 
Authority or Authority Registered Mathematics subject; 
or 

At least a Sound Achievement in the short course in 
literacy developed by the QSA; or 

At least a Sound Achievement in the short course in 
numeracy developed by the QSA; or 
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Competence in VET vocational literacy 3 (39153 
Qld); or 

Competence in VET vocational numeracy 3 (39163 
Qld); or 

A pass grade in a literacy course recognised by the 
QSA (must meet all NRS Level 3 requirements or 
above); or 

A pass grade in a numeracy course recognised by the 
QSA (must meet all NRS Level 3 requirements or 
above); or 

At least a C on the Queensland Core Skills Test At least a C on the Queensland Core Skills Test   

 
Further information about the QCE can be found on the QSA website www.qsa.qld.edu.au and select QCE. 
 

Overall Position (OP) and Field Position (FP) 
 
What are OPs? 
An OP is a student’s statewide rank based on overall achievement in QSA-approved subjects.  It indicates 
how well the student has done in comparison to all other OP-eligible students in Queensland. 
 
Students are placed in one of 25 OP bands from 1 (highest) to 25 (lowest).  The approximate distribution of 
students across the bands is shown below.  In order to achieve an OP1, a student’s achievement must be in 
the top 2% of OP-eligible students in Queensland. 
 
Approximate distribution of students across OP band s - 

Band 1 - About 2% of students 
Bands 2 to 6 - About 19% of students 
Bands 7 to 21 -  About 73% of students 
Bands 22 to 24 - About 5% of students 
Band 25 - About 1% of students 

 
Eligibility for OPs 
Students who want an OP must study 20 (twenty) semester units of Authority subjects, including at least 3 
(three) subjects for 4 (four) semesters each, and must sit the QCS Test.  A semester unit is a subject taken 
for one semester. 
 
How OPs are Calculated 
A student’s OP is calculated using the best 20 (twenty) semester units of Authority subjects.  There is no bias 
in favour of certain subjects e.g. Maths and Science. 
 
Results are then scaled to eliminate any difference between subjects and schools due to the difference in the 
capability of students in different groups.  This is done using results from the Queensland Core Skills Test 
(QCS).  The scaled results of all OP eligible students in Queensland are then ranked in order and divided into 
25 bands (the OP).  
 
The Queensland Core Skills Test (QCS) 
The QCS is a test which occurs at the beginning of September each year throughout Queensland.  All OP 
eligible students must do the QCS.  Other students may elect to do the test. 
 
The QCS consists of four papers taken under standard conditions over two days.  There are two multiple 
choice and one short answer test and a writing task.  The QCS Test does not test particular knowledge of 
specific Year 12 subjects.  It tests the Common Curriculum Elements (CCEs), a set of generic skills identified 
in the Queensland senior curriculum.  The test assumes that candidates have basic levels of general 
knowledge and vocabulary and a Year 10 knowledge of mathematical operations. 
 
How OPs are Used 
OPs are used as the primary rank for selecting students for courses at university.  It is also used for entry into 
TAFE Diploma Courses if the student has obtained an OP.  A different rank is used for OP ineligible students 
wanting to get into Diploma courses. 
 
What are Field Positions (FPs) 
FPs are additional rank orders that supplement an OP.  The term ‘field’ refers to areas of emphasis in the 
senior curriculum. FPs are used by tertiary institutions to provide greater differentiation between students in 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 8 

an OP band, for example, when the number of eligible applicants exceeds the number of places for a course.  
See page 75 for a description of the five fields. 
 
How Field Positions are Used 
The QTAC book ‘Tertiary Prerequisites 2011’, which has been given to all Year 10 students, lists the FPs 
which may be used by universities for each of their courses.  If Primary and Secondary FPs are listed the 
Primary field is used and if this does not provide enough discrimination, the secondary field will then be used.   
 
Things to Know About Field Positions 
FPs are only used to discriminate within the lowest OP band.  For example, if there are too many OP 3 
students who want to get into a course, FPs will be used with these OP 3 students only.  Students with OP 1 
and 2 will get in and their FPs will not be considered. 
 
Although any course can use FPs for discrimination, they are usually used in courses which have a high OP 
cut-off (OP 1 – 3) and have small quotas.  Health Science courses such as Physiotherapy and Vet Science 
often use FPs.  Most courses set the cut-off for students at the bottom of an OP band. 
 
 
Field Positions and Choosing Subjects 
When you have chosen your subjects you should calculate your OP eligibility (see below) and check to see 
that you are eligible for FPs used in the courses you want to get into.  In most cases there will not be a 
problem. 
 
If you are not eligible for the FPs needed for a course you are interested in, you should discuss this with the 
Guidance Officer.  You do not have to be eligible for the FPs used to get into the course, however, there are 
some courses where it might be in your best interests to be eligible for the FPs. 
 
Useful Internet Sites: 
 
�  Queensland Studies Authority:  www.qsa.qld.edu.au  
 
�  My future:  www.myfuture.edu.au  

This includes questionnaires dealing with skills, interests, values and personal style.  These are used to 
produce a list of possible occupations. 

 

�  Australian Careers Service:  www.acs.futurefinder.com.au  
A career portal with access to the Job Guide, OZJAC, the Good Universities Guide and Future Finder. 

 

�  Job Outlook:  www.jobsearch.gov.au/joboutlook  
This site lists employment opportunities. 

 

�  Australian Defence Force Recruiting:  www.defence.gov.au/careers.cfm  
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Subjects offered for Year 11 in 2009 and Year 12 in  2010 

 
Queensland Studies Authority Subjects:   Authority Registered Subjects: 
Accounting 
Ancient History 
Biology 
Biology Extension (Year 12 only) 
Business Organisation and Management 
Chemistry 
Dance 
Drama 
Earth Science 
Economics 
Engineering Technology 
English 
English Extension (Literature) (Year 12 only) 
Film, Television and New Media 
Geography 
Graphics 
Health Education 
Home Economics 
Home Economics (Food Major) 
Information Processing and Technology 
Japanese 
Legal Studies 
Mathematics  A 
Mathematics  B 
Mathematics  C 
Modern History 
Music 
Music Extension - Excellence Program (Year 12 only)  
Physical Education 
Physics 
Science21 
Technology Studies  
Visual Art 
 

 Agriculture and Horticulture  
Creative Arts – Dance Studies (Excellence 

Program) 
Creative Arts - Drama Studies (Excellence 

Program) 
Creative Arts – Media Studies 
Creative Arts – Visual Art Studies 
Early Childhood Practices  
English Communication 
Hospitality  
Information & Communications Technology  
Manufacturing – Engineering Studies  
Manufacturing – Furnishing Studies   
Manufacturing – Industrial Technology Studies  
Prevocational Mathematics 
Recreation Studies - General Strand  
Recreation Studies - Rugby League  / Netball 

(Sporting Excellence Program)  
Social and Community Studies (Health and 

Leisure) 
Social and Community Studies (Science) 
 
 
 
EXTERNAL REGISTERED SUBJECTS 
 
TAFE Link Subjects: 
Certificate III in Business 
Certificate III in Children’s Services  
 
Certificate Level Courses: 
Certificate II in Workplace Practices (pending 
registration) for ASAP students only 
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ACCOUNTING 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Accounting  is the language of business! There is a huge shortage of Accountants in Australia and 
Internationally, with four jobs available for every existing Accountant! Any student who wants to work in 
business, run their own business, or just participate in the world around them and to be financially successful, 
needs to be informed.  
 
Accounting is an information system designed to provide financial and other information about the nature and 
significance of business transactions.  People use this information for decision making to maintain financial 
control and evaluate performance within a range of business organisations.  This knowledge may also be 
applied by individuals to arrange their personal financial affairs.  The course in not intended as a prerequisite 
for entry into tertiary accounting courses nor is it intended to provide a formal accounting education at the 
level achieved at a tertiary institution.   
 
Prerequisites 
Business Procedures and Operations is not  a prerequisite for this course.  However, it is seen as an 
advantage in Semester 1.   
 
Most students who have not done Business Procedures and Operations are successful in this subject if they 
work hard.  You must have C Achievements or better in your Year 10 core subjects. 
 
Content  
Topics covered include:  
·  Manual Accounting System ·  Personal Financing and Investing 
·  Computer Accounting System ·  Financial Reports 
·  Goods & Services Tax ·  E-business 
·  Accounting for Cash, Inventories and Non-Current Assets 
 
Assessment 
Assessment consists of Mid-Semester tests, supervised and unsupervised class assignments, End of 
Semester tests and practical computer assignments. 
 
QUT Accounting in School Program 
In 2009, selected students will have an opportunity to enter the university world, and study the QUT 
Accounting subject BSB110. This subject reinforces accounting work learned at school. This will see students 
attend some lectures and tutorials, and be able to see what university assessment is really like! 
 
At the end of year 11, selected students will be invited to enrol in BSB110 for no cost and complete the 
subject for real! If students are successful in this subject, the result remains on their academic record at 
QUT, which means that any future Business course will be shortened, and less expensive! Students are able 
to complete a second university subject of their choice in semester 2. If students successfully pass both 
subjects, they are eligible for automatic entry into QUT under the “Start QUT” rules. 
 
BNIT (Brisbane North Institute of TAFE - Bracken Ri dge Campus)   

Accounting students have the opportunity to participate in the BNIT Accounting course whilst at school. 
Accounting students be given ‘credit transfer’ for work they cover at school. This means that by completing 
only a few extra units of competency, students studying Accounting can leave school with a Certificate III in 
Financial Services . Not only does this qualification give students 8 points on their QCE, but it allows school 
leavers to either continue their studies at TAFE - greatly reducing their time and cost, or to enter the 
workforce with a qualification that is now mandatory for entry into this area of work. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
1. The ability to reason logically is very important because understanding is the key to success.  It is 

impossible to commit to memory all procedures; understanding is vital. 
2. A good command of English is essential. 
3. Neat legible handwriting is an advantage because a high standard of presentation is expected in 

accounts and reports.  Erasing, use of liquid paper etc., is not permitted in the practical work. 
4. Completion of Homework – an average of 30 minutes per night is expected. 
5. Consistent work in all elements of the course must occur throughout each semester. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
 
Ancient History  at Wavell High is essentially the study of early Western Society, with some opportunities for 
comparison with Ancient China, India, South-East Asia, Central America, South America, Australia and the 
Middle Ages.  It provides an opportunity to look back at our earliest history and to trace through the many 
advances as well as the many mistakes of our ancestors.  The study of history involves a study of politics, 
economics, religion, society and culture.  Studying the origin of these facets of our lives aids an 
understanding of society and of ourselves.  Students are encouraged to discover and re-think facts to come 
to divergent conclusions.  History is found in the education systems of all societies in the form of myths, 
legends and famous stories, as well as recorded historical accounts. 
 
History teaches students to accept, respect and question change, to realise that not all change is progress 
and that progress is not necessarily continuous or desirable.  History teaches students to condemn 
dogmatism - it encourages a passion for truth and objectivity.  Our natural curiosity into our past and origins is 
used, thereby promoting the valuing of our cultural heritage.  The study of history fosters confidence and 
humility, patriotism and idealism and a sense of feeling at home in a strange world; therefore it promotes an 
understanding of human nature.  In summary, it is only by knowing and respecting the past that we can strive 
for a better future. In History, as in everyday life, we ask meaningful questions, collect evidence, sift through 
it, analyse and evaluate it to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. These answers provide a 
context for our own lives and establish a range of values that shape our attitudes, beliefs and behaviours. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should have gained at least a C in SOSE History or SOSE Geography in Year 10, or a B in SOSE 
Core.  You do not have to have studied history in Years 9 and 10 to study Ancient History in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Companion Subjects 
The skills and processes of Ancient History are taught, using different content, in all other Authority Social 
Science Subjects.  These Social Subjects include Modern History, Geography, Legal Studies and Economics.  
Skills and processes are transferable from one Social Science subject to another.  Thus, one Social Science 
subject helps in the study of another.  These skills and processes of research, analysis and evaluation are 
essential for any tertiary course and are used constantly in later life every time a decision is made. 
Content  
The Syllabus gives teachers a choice of themes. A minimum of four inquiry topics must be studied across a 
minimum of three themes.  Resources and teacher expertise at Wavell High allow the themes below to be 
considered.  Themes we plan to study in depth are marked *. 
 
Theme 1* Studies in Archaeology  – techniques, sites, famous archaeologists, human remains 

(mummies, bog bodies). 
 
Theme 2* Studies of political structures  – Kingship (Egypt, Mesopotamia), Republics (Rome), 

Principates (Augustus), Democracy (Athens), tyranny (Greece), Oligarchy (Sparta), 
Provincial Empires (Rome). 

 
Theme 3 Studies of everyday lives  – childhood, school, eating and drinking, housing, hygiene, 

medicine, communication, entertainment, families, beliefs, work, shopping, wealth and 
poverty, old age, dying. 

 
Theme 4* Studies of funerary practices  (eg burial and death rituals) – Egyptian, Minoan, Mycenaean, 

Greek, Roman, Sumerian, Etruscan. 
 
Theme 5* Studies of Religion  – Greek, Roman, Celtic, Christian, Egyptian, Judaic, Zoroastrian, 

Animist, Hindu. Gods, beliefs, and impact on life and civilisation. 
 
Theme 6* Personalities in History  – Hatshepsut, Cleopatra, Ramses II, Aristotle, Socrates, Perikles, 

Cicero, Julius Caesar, Augustus, Darius, Xerxes, Zoroaster. 
 
Theme 7 Pharaonic power in Egypt  – Old Kingdom pyramid builders, Middle and New Kingdoms, 

Armana Revolution, Ptolemaic Pharaohs. 
 
Theme 8 Changing society and government in the Greek world  – Mycenaean Culture, tyrants, city-

states, Persian Invasions, Democracy, Athenian Empire, War between Athens and Sparta, 
Philip of Macedon, Alexander the Great, Hellenic Age. 
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Theme 9* Studies of Power  – monarchy, republic, empire, Principate of Augustus, imperial system, 
breakdown of the empire (the empire strikes back !). 

 
Theme 10 Palaeolithic and Neolithic Societies  – theories and controversies about early humans, Old, 

Middle and New Stone Ages, cave art, specific sites.  
 
Theme 11* Groups in Ancient Societies  – Slaves, women, merchants, priests, artisans, children, 

families, agricultural workers, aristocracy. 
 
A typical four semester course might be as follows, depending on resources, time, teacher expertise and 
student interest.  The Wavell Course resembles Example C. 

Assessment – typical examples used: 
 
Semester 1 Written Research Test 
 Objective/Short Answer Test 
 Response to Stimulus 
 
Semester 2 Multi-modal presentation (eg oral and written task) 
 Objective/Short Answer test 
 Extended Written Response 
 
Semester 3 Extended Written Response 
 Multi-Modal Presentation 
 Objective/Short Answer Test 
 
Semester 4 Written Research Task 
 Response to Stimulus 
 
Criteria for assessment are Planning and using the Historical Research Process, Forming Historical 
Knowledge through Critical Inquiry and Communicating Historical Knowledge 
Assessment work will be collected in a folder at school, with the attached profile showing the progressive 
achievement of a student towards exit at the end of Year 12.  Student progress is reported to parents via Mid 
and End of Semester reports seven times during the course of Years 11 and 12, culminating in the Senior 
Certificate which records the Exit Level of Achievement for each subject. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
An average 30 minutes of homework is required per night, including set tasks, essay and assignment 
preparation and revision.  The four-semester course has a high workload in terms of information to be learnt 
and the amount of writing, reading and research to be completed.  Students are expected to be punctual to 
lessons and with classwork and homework.  They must come ready to learn (homework completed, correct 
books and pens, quiet and cooperative attitude) and to respect the rights of others to a full and happy 
education. 

 Example A Example B Example C 
Semester 1 Studies in 

Archaeology 
Studies in Archaeology 
Pharaonic power in Egypt 

Studies in Archaeology 
Studies of Funerary Practices 

Semester 2 Pharaonic Power 
in Egypt 

Changing Society and 
Government in the Greek World 
Studies of Political Structures 

Studies of Religion 
Studies of Political Structures 

Semester 3 Studies of 
Everyday lives 

Political Centrism in Rome 
Personalities in History 

Personalities in History 
Studies of Power 

Semester 4 Groups in Ancient 
Societies 

Studies of everyday lives 
Groups in Ancient Societies 

Studies of Groups 
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BIOLOGY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Biology  is the study of ‘living’ systems.  These systems are complex and understanding them (and 
ourselves) is an important challenge for us all.  We are all a part of nature, but it is only when we investigate 
and organise what we see that we fully appreciate and understand how organisms, communities and 
ecosystems function. The study of genetics, understanding our inheritance, has become the touch-stone for 
understanding life on Earth. Also, the Bio-Tech industries have become an important part of our future both 
here and abroad. 
 
This subject will help develop a scientific understanding of the world.  Students will develop the skills and 
mental abilities to find rational, thoughtful explanations for everyday events and accept responsibility for their 
own actions, including their own learning. 
 
Prerequisites  
The abilities considered important to success in Biology include: an interest in Science, especially of animals, 
plants, and of the human body; average or better reading comprehension and written expression and 
‘effective’ thinking and organisational skills.  Students must have achieved a B or better in both Year 10 
Science and English to do well in Senior Biology. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Biology may be taken by itself or in combination with other sciences including: Chemistry, Earth Science, 
Physics and Science21.  Students who take Biology and Science21 may not take any other Science Subject. 
 
Content  
During the course students will study the diversity of living organisms and the inter-relationships that exist 
between organisms and their surroundings.  They will also study the internal structure of animals and plants 
and the ways in which this organisation helps them survive.  There will be detailed studies in animal 
behaviour, genetics and evolution during the two years of the program.  Three themes underlie much of the 
course structure:  The cellular structure of all organisms, the abilities of organisms to maintain and modify 
their internal and external environment (homeostasis) and the ways in which organisms are suited to their 
particular environment through adaptation. 
 
The syllabus topics included in the program are: 
 
Semester 1         - Diversity of Organisms, Physiology of Animals, Reproduction. 
Semester 2         - Populations and Communities, Ecosystems, Physiology of Plants, Outdoor Studies. 
Semester 3         - Cellular Biology, Homeostasis, Extended Biological Investigation. 
Semester 4         - Genetics, Evolution. 
 
Assessment  
Students will be assessed on three different criteria during the course.  These are Understanding Biology, 
Investigating Biologically and Biological Issues and Consequences.  To succeed in the subject, students will 
have to do well in all of these areas. 
 
This subject includes mandatory elements that must be assessed to meet the syllabus requirements of the 
Queensland Studies Authority.  Students who do not complete these mandatory elements jeopardise their 
assessment and enrolment in this subject. 
 
For this subject to appear on their Senior Certificates, students must complete a two or three day excursion 
or its equivalent in order to meet assessment requirements of the Queensland Studies Authority.  Students 
are expected to meet the costs associated with this field study. 
 
The three criteria will be assessed in a variety of ways including presentations, practical reports, field work 
and experimental investigations and examinations. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students can expect to spend a minimum of three hours each week on home studies.  This would include 
reading the textbook, writing answers to questions and problems, planning and writing up practical reports, 
researching and planning for assignments and studying for tests and examinations.  Students are expected 
to organise their notes and to complete workbook exercises. 
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BIOLOGY EXTENSION 
May contribute to an undergraduate degree at the University of Queensland 

 
Biology (Advanced Studies) will be offered as a Year 12 subject to students who have been successful 
while studying the QSA Authority Subject Biology  in Year 11.  

The topics in this course will be the same as for QSA Biology  but they will be treated in more depth and with 
a stronger emphasis on Genetics. The subject will be taught at Wavell State High School by Wavell teachers 
accredited by The University of Queensland.  Students may be required to complete some activities at the St 
Lucia Campus of The University of Queensland, including tutorials, practicals and examinations. 

 
Prerequisites 

Students who achieved a B or better in Year 11 for the QSA subject Biology and are currently studying 
Mathematics A or B and English should consider this subject. Students who transfer to Wavell may be able to 
enrol in this subject for Year 12, depending on their academic record at their previous school and the topics 
they have completed. 

 
Nature of the course - Students who successfully undertake this subject: 

·  will satisfy QSA requirements for Biology  and so will be credited with four (4) semesters of  Biology  
on their Senior Certificate; 

·  will have had the opportunity to study one subject at a tertiary level, preparing them for university 
studies; 

·  can still enrol in Biology 1011 at The University of Queensland if they wish to improve their results in 
2010; 

·  can choose to sit for their final examination at the University of Queensland, in which case they 
o will have to pay an administration fee to the university before sitting for the exam; 
o can earn credit towards the completion of an undergraduate degree at UQ; 
o will not be charged HECS for this subject, reducing the cost of their university degree. 
 

If they fail the university examination, it will not  affect their results for QSA Senior Biology, their OP or FPs , 
as these are derived from their assessment at school.  Failing the university examination will not affect their 
entry to university after Year 12. 
 
Assessment 

Students who enrol in Biology Extension will do similar assessment tasks to students doing Biology  and 
their results moderated by the school to ensure that they are not disadvantaged by doing this subject. Their 
results will appear as Biology  on semester reports and on their Senior Certificate. If they are successful in 
their university examinations, they will be given a separate statement of attainment by the University of 
Queensland to include in their portfolio. 
 
Expectations and Homework  

This subject is taken by University of Queensland undergraduate students in one semester. We are offering it 
over two and one-half semesters, beginning at the end of Year 11, and students will need to attend one 
additional lesson each week as well as their normal Biology lessons.  The time for this extra lesson will be 
negotiated, but it will probably be before school.  We expect that students of this subject will learn to use their 
time more effectively and seek assistance from teachers if they encounter difficulties. Students must attend 
90% of their lessons to obtain university credit for this subject. 

Biology Extension  students must be well organised. Developing an understanding of the concepts and 
ideas of science takes time, so there must be a commitment to regularly read and revise the work that has 
been done so that it becomes part of their ‘working knowledge.’ 
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BUSINESS ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Business Organisation and Management  provides an opportunity for systematic and coherent study of the 
business organisation, its management and its effectiveness.  This subject also assists students to prepare 
for effective participation in our society.   
 
The individual’s involvements with business organisations are numerous and varied, including participation as 
an employee, a manager, an entrepreneur, a concerned citizen, a consumer, a unionist, or a government 
official. 
 
To interact and perform these roles effectively, an individual needs to have a critical understanding of how 
business organisations work, how they are managed and their goals, strategies, structures, technologies, 
environments, as well as the motivations and interests of the people involved. 
 
Prerequisites  
 
C Achievement in Year 10 English. 
 
Content 
 
·  The Nature of Business 
·  Organisation and Management 
·  Entrepreneurship and Small Business 
·  Marketing Management 
·  Operations Management 
·  Human Resource Management 
·  Financial Management 
·  The Business Plan 
·  International Business 
·  Management Processes and Skills. 
 
Assessment 
 
A variety of assessment techniques will be used over the two years of study: 
·  Written answers including short answer tests, extended written responses, and response to stimulus 

materials, for example, newspaper articles 
·  Research Projects and Practical work 
·  Non-written Presentations 
·  Business Planning. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
 
·  Students must be prepared to work efficiently by being organised in their work habits. 
·  Students will be expected to keep abreast of current issues in the community in terms of commerce and 

industry. 
·  Being prepared and willing to work in small teams is essential. 
·  Consistent work in all elements of the course must occur throughout each semester. 
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CHEMISTRY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Chemistry  is the study of the nature of the substances that make up our universe - from a single drop of 
water to the complex compounds that control our behaviour.  Chemistry provides the basis for many studies 
from Medicine to Metallurgy, Forestry to Forensic Science and Textile and Food Technology. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students who take Chemistry should be well motivated, have average or better reading comprehension and 
be able to express their ideas clearly.  They should be competent in mathematics as they will spend much of 
their time solving problems. 
 
Students who are successful in Chemistry typically attained an A in Junior Science and Extension 
Mathematics.  This does not guarantee success in Chemistry; students must also be prepared to work 
consistently through both years of the course and to seek help whenever they experience difficulties 
understanding the coursework. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Chemistry may be taken by itself or in combination with other Sciences such as Biology, Earth Science, 
Science21 and Physics.  Because science subjects overlap, students who study two or more of these have 
an advantage, especially in their ability to grasp concepts, solve problems and interpret and analyse 
information.  However, we insist that no more than three Science subjects be studied in Years 11 and 12, or 
two if they do Chemistry and Science 21. 
 
We also strongly recommend that Chemistry students also take Mathematics B. 
 
Content  

Unit 1 - Materials - Their Properties, Classification, Ionic substances, Metals, Covalent 
Substances and Chemical Bonding. 

Semester 1        

Unit 2 - Periodic Table, Reactions and Equations 

Unit 3 - The Mole, Stoichiometry and Analysis Semester 2        

Unit 4 - Context – ‘The Air Up There’ (Atmosphere and Gases) 

Unit 5 - Important Substances (Organic Chemistry and Water) Semester 3  

Unit 6 - Context – ‘Shipwrecks and Salvage’ (Oxidation and Reduction) 

Unit 7 -  Energy and Rates of Chemical Reactions. Semester 4        

Unit 8 - Equilibrium in Chemical Reactions, Acids and Bases. 

 
Assessment  
Chemistry is a subject that depends on students having a well-developed understanding of the subject.  To 
help students, tutorials and diagnostic tests are used to provide them with feedback on how well they are 
going.  These test their knowledge and understanding and their ability to investigate, evaluate and draw 
conclusions about chemistry issues. There are also formal examinations, assignments and extended 
experimental investigations (EEI). 
 
This subject includes mandatory elements that must be assessed to meet the syllabus requirements of the 
Queensland Studies Authority.  Students who do not complete these mandatory elements jeopardise their 
assessment and enrolment in this subject. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students are expected to spend at least three hours each week on homework, writing up laboratory 
exercises, revising for tests and reading.  Laboratory work is a major part of the course and students may 
have to spend some of their own time (lunchtime, before or after school) completing investigations. 
 
Students are expected to organise their notes and summaries in a notebook or folder and have a copy of the 
Periodic Table and a suitable calculator.  Workplace Health and Safety Regulations require students to wear 
appropriate safety equipment provided by the school, exercise strict self-control and wear leather shoes in the 
laboratories. 

A
U
T
H
O
R     
I 
T
Y 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 17 

DANCE 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Dance is an evolving form of expression which is fundamental to the human condition.  Dance involves 
choreography as an aesthetic means of ordering movement into an expressive code.  The human body is 
used as an instrument in dance performance, developing technical and expressive skills.  Dance appreciation 
involves understanding how and why dance is made, the techniques used in its design and the stylistic 
elements which place it in a particular historic and cultural context.  Dance education helps build self 
confidence and physical well being.  Students learn to value their own and others aesthetic responses to 
dance. 
 
Choreography  is the shaping and controlling of dance components. 
Performance  is the dancer’s interpretation of intent through the technical and expressive skills of dance. 
Appreciation  involves the initial aesthetic responses of students to danced works and the application of 
dance knowledge and understanding in the analysis, interpretation and evaluation of dance in various 
contexts. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students will be auditioned for entry into the Dance course.  Previous dance experience, while not necessary, 
would be an advantage to students wishing to enter this subject. 
Criteria for the audition will be:  
  ·    Attitude and level of commitment  ·    Physical readiness 
  ·    Interpretation / creativity   ·    Basic Rhythm 
Auditions will be held according to the school calendar.  Each student will be advised as to the outcome of the 
audition.  Some students may be accepted for a probationary period of three weeks. 
 
Content  

Term 1 
Building Understanding - Contemporary Dance Unit.  Exploring the elements and 
principles of choreography, performance and appreciation. 

Term 2 Our Own Stuff - The History of Popular Dance and exploration of Popular Styles. 

Term 3 
The Evolution of Ballet and Contemporary Dance - History of Ballet and 
Contemporary Dance and extended study of choreographers. 

Year 
11 

Term 4 
 

Ritual and Social Dance - Exploration of Non-Western and Social Dance. 

Term 1 All that Pizzaz – Exploration of a range of Musical Theatre Styles. 

Term 2 & 3 
Making a Difference – Exploration of a range of works with a political or social 
message. 

Year 
12 

Term 4 Post-modern – Exploration of the History of Post-modern Dance. 

 
The course involves: 
·  Construction of movement sequences, individually, in pairs, and in small groups 
·  Performance of technique - both in class and on stage 
·  Analysis, interpretation and evaluation in written form, of dance videos and live performances of dance 
·  Written assignments which involve research and evaluation skills. 
 
Assessment  
All assessment tasks will be classified under one of the three areas of choreography, performance and 
appreciation.  Methods of assessment include written assignments, dance performance, choreographic tasks 
and examinations. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students need to have a high degree of commitment to this course.  They will be required for out-of-school 
rehearsals in the lead-up to scheduled performances, particularly around the time of the ‘Dance Production 
Evening’ which is held in September each year.  Students will also be required to perform a dance item on 
assembly at least once during the year.  All students must attend an annual excursion to view a live 
performance of a chosen style of dance. 
 
All students studying Dance will be required to pay an annual fee of $50 towards the provision of equipment, 
materials, costumes, music, copying and excursions.  Dance uniform details will be available Term 4. 
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DRAMA 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Drama is one of the oldest known art forms.  It provides a medium for exploration, social criticism, 
celebration and entertainment.  By blending intellectual and emotional experience, drama offers a unique 
means of enquiry that contributes to knowing and understanding the world. 
Students will learn about the nature and function of drama, dramatic forms and styles.  The History of Drama 
is studied, drawing links from the earliest form of ritual theatre through to contemporary works.  Students 
develop knowledge and skills in the elements of drama, dramatic conventions, improvisation, voice and 
movement, character development, playbuilding, script writing, script analysis and interpretation, and critical 
analysis of drama works.   
Drama assists students to learn about themselves and others.  The personal journey taken by students 
through Drama promotes an inner knowledge and confidence important for human development.  The course 
program promotes self-discovery and self-change, inspiring students to be pro-active both at school and in 
their future lives.  Drama is a subject that fosters positive life skills. 
 
Prerequisites 
As Drama has a strong written component, it is recommended students have achieved a minimum of a C in 
Year 10 English before contemplating Drama as a Senior subject.  Though not essential, it is recommended 
that students have studied Drama in Years 9 and 10. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students with a strong interest in Drama may also study Drama Studies (Excellence Program). 
 
Content – Student devised Drama, Australian Drama, World Drama. 

Semester 1 - Unit 1 – The Actor Prepares: 
·  Task 1 – Improvisation 
·  Task 2 – Presenting published play text 
Unit 2 – Critical Engagement: 
·  Task 3 – Live Performance Analysis 

Year 11  

Semester 2 - Unit 3 - The World Stage – Greek, Elizabethan and The New World. 
Unit 4 – Inspiration from the Real Word: 
·  Task 4 – Dramaturgical Folio 
·  Task 5 – Presenting Published Play text 
·  Task 6 – Oral Analysis 

Semester 3 - Unit 4 – Inspiration / Creative Impulse / Political Theatre: 
·  Task 7 – Student Devised Presenting 
Unit 5 – Critical Engagement: 
·  Task 8 – Live Performance Analysis 

Year 12  

Semester 4 - Unit 6 – Impulse to Perform: 
·  Task 9 – Dramaturgical Folio 
·  Task 10 – Presenting Published Play text 
Unit 7 – Solo Engagement:  Choice of: 
·  Dramaturgical Folio, or 
·  Scripted Presenting, or 
·  Oral Analysis 

 
Assessment  
Forming: ·  Hypothesising, making judgements to structure, create and shape, dramatic meaning 

and action. 
Presenting: ·  Demonstration and communication of dramatic meaning and action. 

Responding: 
(written or 
oral) 

·  Using dramatic language to communicate knowledge and understanding of drama 
(heritage and contemporary). 

 
Expectations and Homework 
Students will be required to spend some of their own time learning lines and rehearsing with others for 
performance tasks.  A significant section of this course is theory.  As part of the Extension study in Year 12, 
students are expected to rehearse and present an evening public performance.  This will require attendance 
at a number of out of hours rehearsals.  Each year students of this subject are required to attend a live public 
performance of a play in their own time.  This facilitates written analysis tasks for assessment.  Costs will be 
kept to a minimum, but approximately $30.00 is required for the excursion. 
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EARTH SCIENCE 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Earth Science  is an interdisciplinary study with an environmental focus.  By investigating the Earth and its 
dynamic systems we have increased our knowledge of our planet and gained insight into its formation and 
evolution.  We have begun to understand the impact of human technologies on the environment and raised 
awareness of the need to manage our resources ethically. 
 
By understanding and appreciating more about the Earth’s rocks, minerals and fossils, the processes that 
have formed them and the technologies we have developed to exploit them, we have revealed the fragility of 
the Earth’s environments and what we need to do to preserve them.  
 
Prerequisites  
Students who do well in this subject will have an interest and curiosity about science and concern about the 
effects humankind has had on the environment.  They should have an average or better ability to read, 
understand and extract information from text, diagrams, graphs and maps, using books and other 
documents, including those found on the Internet.  An interest in developing computer skills is also important. 
Students should have attained at least a B in Junior Science. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Earth Science can be studied by itself, or in combination with other Science subjects such as Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics or Science 21.  However, we insist that no more than three science subjects be studied 
during Years 11 and 12, or two if one of these is Science 21. 
 
Content  
The themes included in this program are:  
 

Theme 1 - Introduction to Environmental Earth Science  
Theme 2 - Our Earth and its Systems  
Theme 3 - Hazardous Earth Processes and Materials   
Theme 4 - Earth’s Resources and Human Impact on the Environme nt  
Theme 5 - Our Earth in Space and Time  
 
Assessment  
Students will be assessed using the criteria of Knowledge, Understanding and Application, Working 
Scientifically and Using Information Scientifically. 
 
Student folios will include up to ten assessment tasks, which will include written tests, laboratory and field-
based investigations and studies using a range of resources, including computer based applications, remote 
sensing, and the internet. 
 
Students are expected to improve their results over the two years, so profiles will be selectively updated for 
exit assessment. 
 
Students must participate in a minimum of three day s (or equivalent) each year in field work.   This will 
involve some of the student’s own time (eg. weekends).  Students are expected to meet the costs associated 
with these excursions. 
 
This subject includes mandatory elements that must be assessed to meet the syllabus requirements of the 
Queensland Studies Authority.  Students who do not complete these mandatory elements jeopardise their 
assessment and enrolment in this subject. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students can expect to spend a minimum of three hours each week on out-of-class activities (at school or at 
home).  This will include reading, studying maps and diagrams, using computers to study or revise topics, or 
using the Internet.  They will have to study, write answers to questions and problems, be involved in group 
work in investigating a topic and presenting reports, write up practical reports, research and plan excursions.  
Students will have to be well organised and self motivated.   
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ECONOMICS 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Economics  is a study of the ways in which a society uses its scarce resources to satisfy its unlimited wants.  
No nation has enough farms, factories or people to produce everything that it needs.  To make best use of its 
resources (ie. land, labour, capital and enterprise) a nation needs to have some system to organise the 
production and distribution of goods and services.  This system is called the national economy.  A national 
economy has to attempt to answer basic questions: Namely, what to produce, how to produce and who is 
going to receive the goods and services from such production.  Economics therefore, is the detailed study of 
national economies.  A background knowledge of Economics is essential for careers in the finance or 
business world.  To succeed in life, knowledge of personal finance is essential eg., tax, superannuation, 
mortgage rates, banking facilities. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students should have achieved the following Levels of Achievement before contemplating studying 
Economics in Year 11: 
 

·  Year 10 English       -   C Achievement or better; 
·  Year 10 SOSE Geography or History -   C Achievement or better;   or 
·  Year 10 SOSE Core   -   B Achievement or better. 
 
Companion Subjects  
There are no specific subjects that must be studied as companions to Economics.  However, many students 
choose to study Economics as part of a general ‘Business Course’ (eg. with Accounting or Computing).  Also, 
in a world full of stockmarket crashes, corporate takeovers, foreign trade debts and unemployment statistics, 
others see value in studying Economics to gain a proficiency in economic literacy and a greater 
understanding of the world around them. 
 
Content 
Semester 1  - Core Topic - The Circular Flow of the Price Mechanism  

Topics include the individual and the Australian economy, sectors, profit motive, price 
mechanism, evaluation of local business, abuse of free goods and services, how 
government spending, taxes and interest rates impact on economic activity, household 
economic decision making, specials and sales, deregulation. 
 

Options:  One or two chosen. 
Personal Economics.  Topics include teenage participation in the economy, personal 
economic goals, consumer sovereignty, managing income, borrowing, saving, debt, 
consumer protection, personal tax, personal superannuation, investment options. 
 

Stockmarket.  Topics include, shares and their price fluctuations, the stock market, brokers, 
responsible investment, consumer protection, ASX game, minimising risk, case studies of 
Australian public companies, market measures. 
 

Finance.  Topics include money, costs and availability of credit, interest rates, Reserve 
Bank control, Electronic Funds Transfer and its use, refunds, government control of the 
financial sector. 

 
Semester 2   -     Core Topic - The Economics of Labour 

Topics include Unions and union participation, compulsory unionism, workplace 
agreements, alternatives to safeguard workers’ rights, impact of reform and restructuring on 
the workplace, adversarial labour relations in Australia, alternative labour relations models, 
case studies of industrial relations, unemployment. 
 

Options:  One or two chosen. 
Business Concentration.  Topics include anti competitive behaviour, restrictive trade 
practices, mergers and takeovers, foreign participation in Australian Economy, competition 
and consumer choice, case studies of concentrated industries (transnational and 
Australian). 
 

Economics of Industry.  Topics include government policy and industry, industry location 
and local councils, economic significance of industry, impact of technology on industry, 
factors influencing location of industry. 
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Economics of Technology.  Topics include technology and quality of life, technology and 
basic needs and wants, technology advances in a particular industry, impact of technology 
on business, labour, development and society. 
 

Population.  Topics include demographic issues facing Australia, government policy, 
immigration, ageing of Australia’s population, skill base of our population, global 
demographic issues, optimum population, population measures. 
 

Semester 3 -      Core Topic - Contemporary Economic Management 
  Topics include current economic issues facing Australia, current policies, alternative 

policies, unemployment issues and policies, government reform of an industry, social 
impact of government policy, patterns and trends in economic data, evaluation of 
government economic management. 

 

Options:  One or two chosen. 
Environmental Economics.  Topics include Environmental Impact Study, cost/benefit 
analysis, ecologically sustainable development, real costs of negative externalities, 
government role in sustainable economic management, intergenerational equity, green 
costs. 
 

Distribution of Income and Wealth.  Topics include measuring income, wealth inequality, tax 
as a wealth distributor, government intervention, evaluation of government policy, minimum 
wage structure, widening wealth gap. 
 

The Economics of Government.  Topics include evaluation of reserve bank role, impact of 
globalisation on government policy, tax, budgets, welfare, interest rates, governments 
impact on personal wealth, savings and superannuation. 
 

Semester 4 -   Core Topic - International Economics 
Topics include current account deficit, measuring government performance, exchange 
rates, trade policies from isolation to globalisation, government regulation of trade and 
currency value. 
 

Options:  One or two chosen. 
Economics of Trade.  Topics include evaluation of free trade policy, bilateral vs multilateral 
trade policies, IMF & WTO and their impact, competitive advantage vs 
absolute/comparative advantage, APEC, EU. 
 

Economic Globalisation.  Topics include government regulation in a global context, 
protection of labour/financial/environmental standards in a world economy, costs and 
benefits of globalisation, transnational corporations, globalisation of technology, global 
economic institutions e.g. G7, G8, WTO, IMF, EU, NATFA, UN, World Economic Forum. 
 

Development Economics.  Topics include economic issues in developing countries, aid, 
international agencies, sustainable development, social, cultural and environmental issues 
in developing nations, classification stigma, Work Bank, IMF, United Nations Development 
Program, Asian Development Bank. 
 

Assessment 
This includes essays, short answers, multi-choice questions, assignments, prepared orals and field trip 
reports.  Each semester there are three assessment items.  Approximately 80% of assessment is done under 
test conditions.  Assessment criteria in Economics are Knowledge, Interpretation, Decision Making and 
Research/Communication. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
·  Students should expect home studies to occupy three hours per week on average.  This includes 

homework, research and assignment work, summaries and consolidation. 
·  Students are required to pay fares for excursions which are usually held once per year. 
·  The following abilities are essential for success in Economics: Reading comprehension, written 

expression, reasoning ability, good memory and organisation. 
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ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Engineering Technology  provides an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of the underlying 
concepts and principles of engineering in its broadest sense.   It is concerned with those concepts related to 
the study of materials, engineering mechanics and its applications, control systems, industry and society.  
Engineering communication is integrated throughout the subject.  The course draws upon the fundamental 
principles of science and technology, encouraging a positive interest in the translation of theory into practice.  
The course of study in Engineering Technology provides for a wide range of student interests through real-life 
problem-solving activities.  The knowledge acquired in this course, the intellectual skills, capabilities and 
attitudes it promotes, should benefit all students living and functioning in a technology-based society through 
enhancement of their technological literacy. 
 
Prerequisites 
A  ‘B’ Achievement rating in Year 10 Extension Maths and Extension Science 
 
Content 
Engineering Technology is an applied study requiring activities involving investigative and /or experimental 
techniques.  The subject is taught with an integrated approach and dealt with in the context of at least four 
technology areas.  These areas may be chosen from mining technology, energy technology, environmental 
technology, communication technology, construction technology, transportation technology or any other 
recognised technology (for example, manufacturing, medical, rural or fashion.)  Throughout the course of 
study, emphasis will be given to the development of appropriate communication skills within engineering.  
Through an inquiry approach, students are encouraged to become more aware of the inter-relationships 
among technology, society and the built environment.  The subject is structured so that students cover the 
following prescribed areas of study and their associated study topics: 
·  Technology, Industry and Society 
·  Engineering Materials 
·  Engineering Mechanics 
·  Control Systems 
 
While an emphasis is placed on Engineering Materials and Engineering Mechanics, the depth of treatment of 
each area of study may be varied.  Australian Standards and appropriate terminology are incorporated in the 
course of study where possible.  In Engineering Technology, students are required to undertake a variety of 
activities such as testing of materials, formulation of problems, analysis of engineering solutions, modelling 
solutions and prototyping.  These activities provide a framework by which theoretical concepts and principles 
can be investigated and tested.  The majority of the teaching and learning takes place in a classroom.  
However, there are practical activities that require access to a variety of learning settings such as Science 
and Technology (Manual Arts) laboratories, computer rooms and resource centres.  Field excursions may be 
integrated into the course. 
 
Assessment 
The criteria are:  Knowledge and understanding, Reasoning and Communication.  
Assessment techniques used at Wavell will include short written response items, extended written response 
tasks, objective items, practical application items, responses to stimulus materials, project work and 
assignments.  Non-written presentations such as data-shows or multimedia presentations, seminar 
presentations, debates, mock interviews, radio/TV news reports may also be employed by students. 
 
Parents can help students by  providing a supportive environment in the home, by showing an interest in 
what students are doing daily, and by encouraging them in their learning.  They should encourage their 
student to read widely in the subject and to remain abreast of recent technological developments.  Parents 
and guardians might also consider perusing the Engineering Technology syllabus from the school’s work 
programs, discussing the school work program with the teacher, discussing the student’s progress with the 
student and teacher at parent/teacher interviews and looking at engineering issues as presented in the 
media. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Students selecting this subject need to be aware of all Australian Safety Standards, have self discipline and 
show the co-operation that is required in a test or laboratory situation.  Students studying Engineering 
Technology must be prepared to follow all safety instructions and wear all safety equipment that is required.   
 
Fees 
A small annual fee will be charged to cover costs of a variety of materials and equipment used in the subject.  
Parents will be advised of the amount of the fee prior to the start of the school year.  
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ENGLISH 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP and Literacy requirement for QCE 

 
Senior English  develops a student’s knowledge of how language works in particular texts and in our culture.  
By studying English at Senior level a student will gain an understanding of the relationships between 
language, text studies and literacy, and how they make meaning in particular social and cultural contexts. 
 
Prerequisites  
At least a C in Year 10 English.  Students should seek advice from their Year 10 English teacher and the 
Head of Department. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Nil 
 
Content  
The Senior English program is organised into semester units which comprise a number of topics.  The two 
year course is divided into four sections based on texts drawn from prose, poetry, song, drama and media 
sources.   The units help students develop a critical awareness of how texts shape identity and comment on 
the cultural landscape around them. 
 
The following Semester units are studied in year 11  and 12: 

Year 11 Year 12 
The Construction of “I” - Autobiography Social Position – Characters in time and place 
From “I to Others” - Text Constructing Character – Shakespeare and Poetry 
The Construction of a Nation - Media Making Meaning – Wide Reading 
What is Truth? – Texts, Study and Documentaries Making Meaning – Short Story and Film 
 
Assessment  
Assessment tasks and conditions are derived from those mandated by the Syllabus, as outlined in the 
School’s approved work program.  A variety of assessment instruments are used in the program, including 
extended written assignments, speaking presentations and in-class and end-of-semester examinations.  
Students must demonstrate ‘evidence of authorship’ for all assessment tasks by following clear procedures 
for consultation, drafting and documentation of their work.  Each class will receive an assessment overview at 
the start of the year giving details of tasks and due dates.  
  
There will be seven assessment tasks per year.  Assessment task sheets will clearly set out the requirements 
of each task and the marking criteria.  Students must complete at least one spoken task and at least two 
written tasks each semester. All tasks must be completed in order to receive credit for the semester.  
Assessment work will be collected in a folder at school, with an attached profile showing the progressive 
achievement of the student.  Year 11 results are formative only and do not contribute towards the exit result 
at the end of Year 12.   
 
The Senior English Syllabus requires Year 12 students to demonstrate a degree of independence in 
response to the increasing complexity of tasks during the year.  Students must meet assessment due dates 
in order to meet the requirements of the course.  Students must also demonstrate proficiency at a minimum 
C level in both  written and spoken tasks.   
 
Expectations and Homework  
In Senior English, students need to organise their time efficiently as assignment tasks are ongoing throughout 
each Semester.  It is expected that students will capitalise on opportunities which are provided in order to 
take responsibility for their own learning.  Students are encouraged to work independently and productively in 
a supportive classroom environment which focuses on effective teaching and learning. 
 
Students should be punctual to class and well-prepared for each lesson by ensuring that they have the 
required text and by maintaining accurate and clear notes.  Homework should flow from each English lesson 
and will involve longer-term preparation for assessment.  An average of 3 hours of homework is required per 
week, including set tasks, assignment preparation and revision.  Students should always consider wide 
reading as an essential component for success in this subject.   
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ENGLISH EXTENSION (LITERATURE) 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
English Extension (Literature)  is an Authority subject studied for two semesters in Year 12.  The central 
focus is an in-depth consideration of the notion of “Literariness”.  By using different approaches to reading 
texts and contexts, students extend their conceptualisation of the central notion: that whatever literature is, it 
is dependent on how, when, where, by whom and for what purposes it is read.  It is designed to be more 
challenging than Senior English as reflected in the tasks and assessment standards.  It is intended for 
students who are interested in exploring what literature is, in greater depth.  The course offers students 
intellectual engagement and critical awareness, fluency and skill with language, independent study, tutorial 
style learning and FUN! 
 
Prerequisites 
·  Students need to have at least a Mid B in Year 11 Authority English. 
·  A written application and short interview with the Head of Department will be used to ensure students are 

informed about their choice. 
·  Students discontinue one of their Year 11 subjects (except English). 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students taking English Extension (Literature) must  also take Authority English. 
 
Content 
Students will gain an understanding of reading practices and how they are generated from a range of literary 
theories.  Students learn about the elements of literary texts, and they will examine how a text’s value to a 
culture may change through time.   
This course will allow students the opportunity to have a deeper appreciation and understanding of Literature. 
 
Assessment 
 
Four tasks (all summative): 
1. Written  – Reading positions regarding a focal text plus a defence. 
 
2. Written and Spoken  – The transformation of one text into another form and the defence of the 

approaches and strategies used – delivered as a spoken presentation. 
 
3. (a)  Spoken  – Functions as a proposal for 3(b) in which students focus on selected reading approaches 

and selected texts in a consideration of how notions of literature are always subject to re-interpretation. 
 
3.   (b)  Written  – A sharply focused and closely argued application of the proposal developed in 3(a) in an 

extended response of about 2,500 words which may be a print, hypertext or multimodal. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Students must be fluent readers who are prepared to read widely.   Research into literary theory will be an 
integral component of the course.  Students will need to read class notes between lessons and be prepared 
to consult extensively with the teacher.   
 
It is expected that students will attend classes before school or at other times to be negotiated, as the subject 
is conducted ‘off-line’, ie, at times when no other subjects are being taught.  (The lessons are currently held 
before school, three mornings per week, commencing at 7:30am).  This enables any student with appropriate 
ability to enrol in the course without having a timetable clash with another subject.  Students normally drop a 
Year 11 subject in order to take up English Extension (Literature).  It is advisable students consult with the 
HOD Senior Schooling and/or the Guidance Officer about which subject to drop to ensure both QCE and OP 
requirements are met.  During the three ‘spare’ lessons that result from dropping a subject, students are 
expected to study in the school library.  
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FILM, TELEVISION AND NEW MEDIA  
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Film, Television and New Media  is the study of the mass media and its influence in our lives.  The course 
includes both theoretical and practical work.  Creative and Technical features are considered in theory and 
then implemented by both viewing and making a variety of media productions.  Film, Television and New 
Media is studied in terms of five core concepts: Technologies, Representations, Audiences, Languages and 
Institutions. 
Career and Tertiary opportunities for Film, Television and New Media students are increasing.  Politics, 
Journalism, Law, Arts and Education courses often include Media components.  Arts Degrees, majoring in 
Media Studies are available at a number of educational institutions throughout Queensland. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students selecting this subject should have gained a high C in Year 10 English.  Students must be prepared 
to dedicate personal time out of school for filming and editing in order to fulfil course requirements. 
 
Incompatible Subject 
Students taking Film, Television and New Media may not also take Media Studies. 
 
Content  
Film, Television and New Media is composed of a number of units developed to fulfil the objectives through 
an integrated study of the three dimensions of Design, Production and Critique. 
 
Year 11:  
Semester 1             

·  Lights, Camera, Action! 
·  Control in the Industry 

Year 11:  
Semester 2            

·  Documenting our World 
·  Black and Bleak 

Year 12:  
Semester 3  

·  Hooray for Hollywood! 
·  Film Movement with the Times 

Year 12:  
Semester 4  

·  In our own Backyard 
·  Experimenting with the Existential 

     
Assessment  
Exit Assessment is divided into three areas: 
 
Design  is the planning or design process, often referred to as the ‘pre-production’ phase.  The criteria for 
Design are: 
·  understand and apply the key areas conceptually 
·  communicate design intent. 
 
Production is constructing a film or television text using skills and techniques in what are often referred to as 
the ‘production’ and ‘post-production’ phases.  The criteria for Production are:  
·  understand and apply the key areas practically to communicate 
·  use production techniques.  

 
Critique  is reflecting about or responding to one’s own works and those of others, and analysing and 
evaluating aspects of the five key areas and the ways in which a text reflects its historical and cultural 
contexts.  The criteria for Critique are:  
·  research, analyse, synthesise and evaluate 
·  communicate knowledge and understanding of the key areas. 
 
Tasks include: 
·  Scripts 
·  Story Authority 
·  Synopsis 
·  Proposals 
·  Publicity Campaign 

·  Marketing Pitch 
·  Interviewing 
·  Documentary 
·  Film/Television Genre 
·  Reviews 

·  Critique 
·  Written Assignment 
·  Pre-Production Research 
·  Internet activities 
·  Tests. 

 
Expectations and Homework  
Students need to be aware of the necessity to spend time during lunch hours, after school and at weekends 
completing practical assignments.  Every care must be taken with school cameras and equipment.  Much of 
the work requires a high level of group cooperation.  The time requirements for Film, Television and New 
Media should be taken into account when choosing other practical subjects.  Students will be expected to 
provide their own mini DV tapes for filming assessment at an approximate cost of $5.00 each. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Geography  is the study of our earth’s surface, both physical and human.  Geography teaches us how to 
manage our planet for current use and for the future.  Students observe, describe and seek to explain and 
interpret the character of areas, and those features which contribute to regional similarities and differences.  
Geographers ask and answer questions such as:  Where are things located?  Why are they located there?  
What are the consequences of their location?  What alternatives should be considered in making these 
decisions?  Geography is a problem  solving subject .  We seek to identify and solve environmental 
problems, world population and development issues, urban problems and problems of water use and abuse. 
 
Students develop practical skills of research, presentation skills involving mapping, graphing and literacy, and 
practise the processes of analysis and evaluation.  Topical issues such as the ‘environment’ and ‘resource 
development’ are studied where appropriate.  Geography aims to develop empathy for other cultures and 
lifestyles, and to promote the value of travel and outdoor recreation.  Finally, Geography seeks to clarify a 
student’s personal values to enable effective functioning and decision making as a responsible citizen.  A 
background knowledge of Geography is essential for a career in urban planning, environmental science, 
landscaping or rural agriculture/horticulture/industry/technology, and is useful when planning travel, reading 
maps, choosing the ideal location to live or to purchase a home or business.  Geography teaches us to think, 
to learn and to make reasonable decisions – skills needed in any occupation.  Geography teaches real world 
skills used in decision making, such as how to list alternatives and how to evaluate them before making a 
decision. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students should have gained at least a C in SOSE History or SOSE Geography or a B in SOSE Core before 
contemplating the study of Senior Geography.  You do not have to have studied Geography in Years 9 and 10 
to study Geography in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Companion Subjects  
The skills and processes of Geography are taught, using different content, in all other Authority Social 
Science subjects.  These Social Science subjects include Ancient History, Modern History, Legal Studies and 
Economics.  Skills and processes are transferable from one Social Science subject to another. Thus one 
Social Science helps the study of another. These skills and processes are essential for any tertiary course 
and are used constantly in later life every time a decision is made. 
 
Content for Year 11 and Year 12.  (The order of sem esters varies.) 
 
Semester A        - Managing the Natural Environment  
 
Water - Managing Catchments 
�  What is a catchment? 
�  Patterns in catchments (local creeks and rivers) 
�  Human activity and change in catchments 
�  Sustainable management of local creeks and rivers 
�  Electives include blue green algae, wetlands, soil degradation, water wise practices. 
 
Disasters 
�  Responding to Natural Hazards  – earthquakes, landslides, cyclones, bushfires, volcanic eruptions. 
�  Size, duration, location, patterns of frequency of natural hazards 
�  Impact on humans (loss of life, loss of property, social impact) 
�  Human impact on natural hazards – do human actions make the impact worse. 
�  Planning, preparation and prediction of hazards 
�  Case studies of major hazard events and disasters e.g. Tsunami in 2004. 
 
Semester B        -      Exploring the Geography of  Disease  
·  Global patterns of disease through time and space 
·  causes of these patterns 
·  processes operating to change disease patterns 
·  impacts and management of disease/pandemics, e.g. HIV/AIDS, EBOLA, BIRD FLU, MALARIA 
 
Feeding the World’s People 
·  Patterns of food production and consumption/hunger/poverty 
·  Social, economic, political and physical processes causing these patterns 
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·  Impact of food production patterns on nations 
·  Individuals, groups and governments trying to achieve equity 
·  Electives could include Permaculture, role of women, genetic modification of food crops, development 

projects eg. Three Gorges policy in China. 
·  Choropleth maps, scattergrams 
·  Correlation statistics 
·  Patterns of race, age and sex. 
 
Semester C        - City and Country  - Social Environments 
Characteristics of urban and rural communities- Sus taining communities  
·  Social economic political and physical processes causing the patterns – e.g. Urban renewal, change in 

Chermside. 
·  Sustainability of the rural or urban community 
·  Actions of individuals, groups and governments to enhance sustainability. 
 
Planning Communities – Connecting people and places  
·  What is planning?  Scale of Planning – Case Study:  Brisbane planning for the future. 
·  Why is planning needed? 
·  Social, economic, political and physical processes contributing to planning 
·  Impact of planning on people and places 
·  Actions of individuals, groups, governments e.g. plans for tunnels and bridges. 
·  Electives could include – uses of recycled water, rural decline, women in rural communities. 

 
Semester D        - Resources and the Environment 
Living with Climate Change 
·  World’s main physical systems, eg. atmosphere 
·  Patterns in a physical system; eg. El Nino, Global Warming, Acid rain 
 
Sustaining Biodiversity 
·  Processes within a physical system eg a coast line, its use and protection from erosion 
·  Change in a physical system – social, economic, political and physical 
·  Consequences of change 
·  Individuals, groups and governments managing physical environments sustainability 
·  Inter-generational equity. 
 
Assessment  
A typical semester’s assessment consists of Practical exercises (maps, graphs, field report, stimulus items - 
one or two of these), report based on field research, short answer test, essay.  Criteria are Knowledge, 
Analytical Processes, Decision Making Processes, Research and Communication. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
On average 30 minutes of homework should be done per night, including set tasks, essay and assignment 
preparation, and revision.  The four semester course includes information to be learnt and writing, reading 
and research.  Students are expected to be punctual to lessons and with classwork and homework.  They 
must come ready to learn (homework completed, correct books and pens, quiet and cooperative attitude) and 
to respect the rights of others to a full and happy education. 
 
Field Trips / Camp 
Three of the four semesters involve full day compulsory field trips, or two to three day camps, involving 
observation, measuring/counting, group work and fun!  Geography reports are based on these field trips and 
require very little library research.  Trips have included local creek and river studies, new housing and 
shopping centre developments, and changing environments at local beaches, the Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast.  
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GRAPHICS 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Graphics  is a course of study that provides all students with an opportunity to gain an understanding of 
graphical communication across a broad spectrum of applications.  Graphics is an intellectually challenging 
subject that develops problem solving skills in two and three dimensional environments.  These skills are a 
vital component of many professions and vocations and help prepare students to meet the demands of life in 
an ever-developing technological society, which makes Graphics and international language. 
 
Why study Graphics? 
The ability to communicate effectively is an essential requirement in every field of endeavour.  Students learn 
about the efficiency and effectiveness of graphical communication and its increasing impact on our 
technological society through visual imagery and representations.  They are encouraged to be imaginative 
and creative and to develop pride and self esteem by solving problems (in 2D and 3D environments) while 
they are developing a range of associated practical skills such as drafting and presentation of graphics.  
Modern informatics has made such advances in the generation of graphical representations that, in many 
cases, there is no need to be conversant with the intricacies of graphical construction. Components of 
technical drawing are now calculated by the onboard processing power and programming of computer 
software. Today’s students of Graphics are no longer required to develop knowledge and skills in complex 
and time-consuming manual drafting processes. Instead, they use and apply an understanding of the 
elements and principles of graphical communication to select and use tools such as computer aided drafting 
(CAD) programs to generate and present graphical representations of concepts, objects, data, information 
and ideas with precision and quality. 
 
Students produce graphical representations in two-dimensional and three-dimensional formats. With three-
dimensional modelling now a major tool in graphical design and communication, the focus of student learning 
in graphics has changed. Students now require a high level of spatial awareness and skill to be able to 
separate complex drawings into primitive components.  
 
The delivery of the course is through the implementation model that consists of three stages: planning, 
refinement and production, and is applied in real-world contexts of the Built environment, Production graphics 
and Business graphics. This delivery provides realistic experiences and prepares students for the use, 
interpretation and generation of graphical representations in a variety of industry settings. 
 
Graphics contributes to the development of technological literacy and develops the communication, analytical 
and problem-solving skills required for a large number of educational and vocational aspirations. The course 
contributes to attainment of key competencies, helping students acquire the necessary employability skills to 
become productive members of society. 
 
Prerequisites  
A study of Junior Graphics, with the attainment of at least a C, is highly recommended.  Students without this 
background are at a disadvantage; however, with determination, hard work and commitment they can 
overcome problems related to a lack of knowledge of basic techniques and drawing principles. 
 
Course Structure  
The course is structured around three units – Production Graphics, Built Environment and Business 
Graphics, together with integrated Foundation Studies Units.  The Introductory Studies Unit will be of 
particular benefit to any student who has not studied Junior Graphics as these develop and consolidate the 
principles and procedures studied in that subject.  Students will be given time during each Semester on the 
Computer Aided Drafting (‘CAD’), Turbo CAD, Floor Plan 3D Design Suite, and Pro Desktop Design 3D.  
 
Content  
The two areas of study are: 
·  3-dimensional viewing systems 
·  2-dimensional viewing systems. 

 
The delivery of the course of study is through an Introductory Studies Unit  and three real world context 
units listed below: 
·  Production Graphics 
·  Business Graphics 
·  Built Environment 
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Introductory Studies 
Introductory Studies emphasises the conceptual and manipulating (equipment and aids) skills that will be 
necessary for the course.  
 
Students will be introduced to the Graphics course through linking: 
·  the study of underlying principles, presentation techniques and graphical representations, with 
·  the contextual learning approach of the course. 

 
Through practical activities, students should develop: 
·  innovative ways of presenting folio work which may flow from the contextual approach. 
·  skill in generating hand and computer-aided sketches and graphical representations of projects. 
·  skill in producing formal drawings consistent with the Australian Standards and conventions in graphical 

communication. 
 
Production Graphics 
Products permeate most aspects of our lifestyle in the form of containers, tools, implements, instruments and 
gadgets. The Production Graphics unit focuses on the graphical representation of products and is realised as 
a set of drawings and instructions that may ultimately result in manufacture. 
 
Business Graphics 
Modern-day business recognises that effective communication, particularly through advertising, is essential to 
establish a share of the market. Through the Business Graphics unit students should gain an insight into 
industry and develop relevant and transferable skills. This unit is primarily concerned with the best use of 
graphical techniques. 
 
Built Environment 
Through the Built Environment unit students will be given the opportunity to gain an insight into how the built 
environment affects their lives, so they can make informed decisions regarding effective design that respects 
environmental and ergonomic factors. In addition, they should develop an awareness of the diverse array of 
materials that can be employed in this process, together with the multiple ways these materials can be 
combined to gain a desired effect. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment will be an integral part of the subject, carried out in a variety of methods:  
 

·  Short response tests  (theory and practical)    
·  Extended graphical response tasks ( research assignments) 
·  Context based folios 
 
Students will be assessed using the criteria Knowledge and Understanding, Reasoning, and Presentation.  
Generally, classwork and homework will be used to assess Knowledge and Understanding, and Presentation.  
Tests will be used to assess Knowledge and Understanding, and Reasoning.  Research Projects will be used 
to assess Knowledge and Understanding, Reasoning, and Presentation. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students will be given a set period of time to complete class work; any work not completed must be 
completed at home.  Students should allow at least one hour per week to complete this work.  They will also 
be expected to spend some time on revision and consolidation each week. 
 
Equipment  
The school supplies Drawing Boards, Tee squares, Set squares, compasses and some other specialist 
equipment for students to use at school (when required).  Individual equipment which students must 
purchase for school and home use consists of pencils and erasers.  Students may wish to purchase other 
items to be used for the enhancement and presentation of their work when required.   
 
Fees 
A small annual fee may be charged to cover the cost of a variety of materials and equipment.  The amount of 
the fee will be advised. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Health Education  offers students the opportunity to develop the knowledge, attitudes, values and skills 
necessary to reach their health potential.  Social, political, environmental and economic influences on health 
are studied in the course and there is a strong emphasis on health promotion and maintenance. 
 
Prerequisites 
To succeed in Health Education, students need to have: 
·  an interest in health issues and health promotion 
·  good skills in reading, comprehension and writing 
·  good organisational skills. 
 
Recommended Prerequisite 
Minimum SA in Year 10 English. 
 
Companion Subjects 
·  Students taking Health Education may also take Physical Education, particularly if they are doing an OP 

Course of study. 
·  Students taking Recreation Studies or Social and Community Studies are not encouraged to take Health 

Education. 
 
Content 
Semester 1 Personal Health  – The issue examines nutrition, fitness, body image and the influence of the 

media on teenagers. 
Semester 2 Peer and Family Health  – The peer health issue is risk taking and substance use with the 

focus on binge drinking.  The family health issue is on how to develop happy, effective 
relationships and families. 

Semester 3 Community and Environmental Health – The environmental health issue focuses on 
Wavell’s campus and whether we have a healthy environment in which to learn and work.  
The Community health issue investigates organ donation. 

Semester 4  Health of Specific Populations  – The specific population we focus on is the reproductive 
population.  We investigate health habits that cause infertility and how assisted reproductive 
technology can help this specific population. 

 
Assessment 
Students are assessed on three criteria: 

Knowledge & Understanding Recall facts about health issues. Locate, understand and use information. 

Application & Analysis  
Investigate and analyse trends in health issues and interpret ideas.  Explain 
complex relationships within health issues. 

Synthesis & Evaluation 
Synthesise data and draw conclusions about health issues between 
stakeholders. Evaluate and justify conclusions. 

  

Health Education will include both written tasks and non-written tasks to assess these criteria. Students 
should expect three assessment tasks per Semester.  Assessment will include: 
·  Written tasks  (eg. Exam essays, research tasks, journals) 
·  Integrated tasks (eg. Action plan implementation involving written and practical tasks) 
·  Non-written tasks  (eg. Presentations such as orals and seminars) 
 
Expectations and Homework  
On average students need to spend three hours per week on study or reading current health related 
information.  Students are required to do a reasonable amount of self directed reading and research. This is 
an ‘inquiry-based’ subject where students are expec ted to: 
·  research widely from a range of sources ·  develop a sense of social justice 
·  get involved in class discussion ·  critically analyse health issues 
·  suggest possible solutions to the health issues 

studied 
·  communicate ideas and opinions, make decisions 

within groups 
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HOME  ECONOMICS 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Home Economics  is built around the underpinning theme of the well-being of individuals and families, and 
encompasses the broad areas of Food Studies (FS), Living Environments LE), and Textile Studies (TS).  It 
adopts and fosters a critical reflection on those issues that impact on individual and family well-being. 
 

Home Economics education involves students in areas such as the effect of food and food choices on health; 
the impact of living environments on individuals and families; and developing management skills associated 
with consumer use of textiles.  An emphasis on the individual and the family as the underpinning theme 
ensures a personalised approach which in turn encourages students to be proactive in areas affecting their 
daily lives. 
 

Home Economics can lead to many active, leisure and vocational opportunities.  Expertise developed 
provides a creative outlet for many.  Also developed are skills for those interested in a wide range of careers 
involving the fields of human relationships, management, design, textiles and foods. 
 

Two strands of Home Economics will be available for  study: 
�  Home Economics 
�  Home Economics (Food Major)  – which emphasises a foods approach. 

 

Prerequisites  
Nil.  However, Junior Home Economics provides useful background. 
 

Companion Subjects  
The following subjects may be studied simultaneously:  Home Economics, Hospitality Practices, Early 
Childhood Practices or Certificate III in Children’s Services.  If Hospitality Practices and Home Economics 
(Food Major) are studied together, the practical commitment will be high.  Students are advised to discuss 
this choice with the Head of Department. 
 

Course Organisation 
Semester Unit A (Mandatory) Semester Unit B (Food Major) 
Health and Wellbeing: 
�  Food Studies Core 
�  Food Studies Elective 4: Food, nutrition and life 

cycle. 
plus supplementary study from one of the following 
electives: 
�  FS 5. Contemporary Issues in food and nutrition for 

adolescents 
�  LE 5. The child in the Australian family. 
Or extension study in 
�  FS 4. Food, nutrition and life cycle. 

Living by Design: 
�  Textile Studies Core 
�  Living Environment Elective 3: The Built Environment. 
plus supplementary study from one of the following 
electives: 
�  FS 1. Food Science 
�  TS 4 Creating with Textiles 
�  TS 2 Design for fashion. 
Or extension study in 
�  L E Elective 3: The built environment. 

Semester Unit C (Traditional) Semester Unit D (Mandatory) 
Designs for Living: 
�  Textile Studies Core 
�  Textile Studies Elective 4: 

Creating with textiles. 
plus supplementary study from one of the following 
elective: 
�  FS 1 Food Science 
�  LE 3 The Built Environment 
�  TS 2 Design for fashion. 
or extension study in 
�  TS 4 Creating with Textiles. 

Life Style Choices: 
�  Living Environments Core 
�  Living Environments Elective 4:  

Launching and landing 
plus supplementary study from one of the following 
electives: 
�  FS 2 Food and an Australian identity. 
�  LE 1 Social issues for individuals and families 
�  TS 1. Textiles and culture. 
Or extension study in 
�  LE 4. Launching and landing. 

Semester Unit E (Optional) Semester Unit F (Optional) 
Advocacy: 
�  LE 2. Advocacy skills for individuals. 
Linked with 
�  One/two electives not to be otherwise covered. 

Informed Action.  
Students are to work individually and collaboratively with 
others in teams to investigate one/two of electives not to 
be otherwise studied. 

 

Assessment  
Instruments used in assessment will be theory examinations, practical activities and extended writing tasks. 
 

Expectations and Homework  
·  Students must be aware of the need to provide some of the resources for the food and textile 

components. 
·  Homework tasks may involve completion of writing tasks, practical/theoretical follow up activities or 

preparation of practical requirements for class. 
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INFORMATION  PROCESSING  AND  TECHNOLOGY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Information Processing and Technology (IPT) deals with the way in which information is gathered, 
structured, represented, stored, accessed, manipulated and communicated.  The course touches many 
aspects of modern life and finds itself drawing upon and being applied to diverse fields of study.  The 
emphasis of the course is on software development rather than the use of application packages. 
 
Incompatible Subject  
Students taking IPT may not  take Information and Communication Technologies. 
 
Prerequisites  
No particular course is a prerequisite for IPT.  However, a student should have B or A Levels of Achievement 
in at least three  out of the following four  core areas of study in Year 10:  English, Mathematics, Science and 
Studies of Society and Environment (History/Geography).  Only students meeting this standard should 
attempt this subject in Year 11. 
 
Content  
The course is not divided up into discrete semester units of work but follows an integrated approach covering 
four broad areas of study indicated below.  Where possible, topics will be investigated through the ‘Design-
Develop-Evaluate’ cycle.  Core subject matter comprises 80% of the course, while the remaining 20% is 
extension material that will come from the sections outlined below on Information and Intelligent Systems 
and/or Software and System Engineering.   
 
The following topics are studied throughout the four semesters: 
·  Social and Ethical Issues (SEI)  
·  Human-Computer Interaction  
·  Information and Intelligent Systems (IIS)  
·  Software and System Engineering (SSE)  
 
Assessment 
A wide range of assessment is undertaken by students.  The types of items undertaken by students across 
the IPT course involve: 
·  Minor projects  
·  Major projects 
·  Short response Items  
·  Extended writing tasks  
·  Theory exams 
·  Practical exams 
·  Oral presentations 
 
Expectation and Homework  
Students are expected to spend at least three hours each week on homework, planning and designing 
projects and revising for tests.  Students will be expected to research and collect information on a wide range 
of topics and present it in an organised format.  A considerable amount of the course is of a practical nature.  
Students will be expected to use the computing facilities of the school outside of scheduled class times to 
complete assigned work. 
 
Fees 
A subject levy applies to this course to cover its increased software requirements, extra ICT devices and 
more frequent use of ICT facilities.  The fee is $40.00 in 2008 and is subject to an annual review. All students 
are required to pay for printing credit and internet downloads after the initial free allocation is used. 
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JAPANESE 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
The study of Japanese  aims to give students a working knowledge of the language and an understanding of 
Japanese culture. The four macro skills, reading, writing, listening and speaking, are equally emphasised 
throughout the four semesters. The emphasis is on intercultural and communicative competence, with 
students learning realistic language with authentic resources where possible. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should have achieved a minimum of ‘C’ in Year 10 Japanese before considering studying Year 11 
and 12 Japanese. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Nil. 
 
Content 
Grammar, vocabulary, scripts and culture are studied through the following topics: 
 
Semester 1 - Exchange Students; and Family Life and Celebrations 
Semester 2  - Leisure and Fitness; and Environmental Issues 
Semester 3 - Travel; and The last year of school 
Semester 4 - Tourism and part-time jobs; and Living in Japan 
 
Organisation 
In Year 11 and 12, Japanese is taught for three, seventy minute lessons each week.  
 
When student numbers don’t permit the running of a class into Year 11 and/or 12, students can be enrolled 
with the School of Distance Education. Students would have timetabled lessons here at school where they 
cover the same course as they would do if completing the subject at Wavell and would have access to 
computers, conferencing facilities and detailed course notes while being taught by the School of Distance 
Education. This has proven to be a successful option for students with the right work ethic and a genuine 
interest in the subject. 
 
Assessment 
Each semester, each macro skill, listening, speaking, reading and writing, are tested equally. There are two 
assessment items per skill, except in the final term of Year 12 when there are two. 
 
Test instruments may include listening and reading comprehensions, dialogues, role playing, essays and 
letter writing. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
As the study of a language is cumulative, that is, new knowledge accumulates on previous knowledge, it is 
important for language students to revise ‘old’ material. Students are expected to spend a good deal of time 
reading, revising and expanding their vocabulary. The key to success is to do a small amount of study at 
regular intervals, every day. It is recommended that a total of three hours of home study is required each 
week. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Legal Studies  aims to equip students with the necessary legal knowledge and skill to function in society.  
Emphasis in the course is not only on legal principles but also on the social context in which the law operates.  
The Legal Studies course is not a prerequisite subject for Law at universities, but it gives a thorough 
coverage of the law which may be helpful for many future careers, or further studies in Law, Business or 
other Law-related fields.  In our society, everyone is deemed to know the law, as ignorance of the law is no 
excuse.  As such, there is an obligation on our society to instil in its members some knowledge of the law. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students should have gained at least a C in SOSE History or SOSE Geography, or a B in SOSE Core before 
contemplating the study of Legal Studies. 
 
Companion Subjects  
The skills and processes of Legal Studies are taught, using different knowledge of content, in all of the other 
Social Science subjects approved by the Queensland Studies Authority.  These Social Science subjects 
include Ancient History, Modern History, Geography and Economics.  Skills and processes learned in one 
Social Science are transferable and useful in all other Social Science subjects.  Thus, one Social Science 
subject helps in the study of another.  These skills and processes are essential for any tertiary course and are 
used constantly in later life.  
 
Course Structure  
Year 11 - Semester 1        
A.  The Legal System  (10 weeks) – How does the organisation of the legal system meet society’s 

requirements? 
B. Crime and Society  (10 weeks) – What is crime?  How should society and the criminal justice system 

respond to it? 
 
Year 11 – Semester 2 
Civil Obligations  – How does civil law impact on citizens in a society? 
�  Civil wrongs (Torts)  – 10 weeks 
�  Agreements  – 10 weeks 
 
Year 12 – Semester 3 
You, the Law and Society 
�  Family  – How does the law recognise and regulate family relationships? 
�  Jobs  – How does the legal system regulate the rights and responsibilities of parties involved in the 

provision and receipt of services? 
�  Options – Renting and Buying, Sport, Environment, consumers. 
 
Year 12 – Semester 4 
A. Independent Study – Law In A Changing Society  – students must complete one independent 

study using the guidelines outlined in Section E. 
B. Overview  – What is, or should be, the role of law in society?   

 
Assessment 
Criteria are Knowledge; Understanding; Investigation; Evaluation; Communication and Research Skills. 
 
The assessment program for a typical semester includes: 
·  Practical activity (eg. oral, media critique)   ·      Essay test 
·  Response to stimulus     ·      Research assignment 
·  Short answer test 
 
Expectations and Homework  
An average of 30 minutes of homework is required per night, including set tasks, essay or assignment 
preparation and revision.  The four semester course has a high workload in terms of information to be learnt 
and the amount of writing, reading and research to be completed.  Students are expected to be punctual to 
lessons and with classwork and homework.  They must come ready to learn (homework completed, correct 
books and pens, quiet cooperative attitude) and to respect the rights of others to a full and happy education. 
 
Breaking News!   
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In 2009 Year 11 Legal Studies will be involved in a Legal Studies Pathway Program.  All Legal Studies 
students in Year 11 will be enrolled in a Certificate III Business Administration (Legal).  This involves: 
 
·  Automatic credit for several modules if a C or better is achieved in Legal Studies. 
·  TAFE delivery of the remaining Certificate III modules through face to face workshops and online 

delivery. 
·  Partnership with Queensland Police Service (QPS), allowing access to work experience with QPS and 

key legal firms. 
·  Opportunities to enrol in university subjects while still at school. 
·  Seamless links between TAFE, university and school. 
 
This program would be additional to our normal Legal Studies course and will involve some out of class time.  
Students who participate in this program and who complete all modules will receive a Certificate III Business 
Administration (Legal) at the end of Year 12 and automatic entry to TAFE.   Some students will receive 
automatic entry to university. 
 
The Pathways Project is through Brisbane North Institute of TAFE and will be (according to all available 
information) free.  A saving of approximately $1000.00 in TAFE fees. 
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MATHEMATICS   A 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Mathematics A  is designed to prepare students for mathematics in everyday life involving numbers, 
quantification and spatial judgements.  Mathematics A also impinges on broader issues such as health and 
the environment.  It involves the use of calculators and other mathematical equipment. 
 
Prerequisites  
A solid C in Year 10 Mathematics is the preferred prerequisite.  This course is demanding and requires ability 
and commitment. 
 
Content  
Certain core topics will be studied and a choice made from the extension topics over the two years. 
 
Core Topics: 
·  Managing Money I     
·  Elements of Applied Geometry      
·  Data Collection and Presentation  
·  Linking Two and Three Dimensions    
·  Maps and Compasses – Navigation/ Land Measurement 
·  Managing Money II 
·  Exploring and Understanding data 
 
Extension Topics:  
·  Introduction to Models for Data 
 
Assessment  
Written tests and examinations.  In addition, other techniques will be included at least twice each year.  
These include assignments, projects, investigations, group work or research topics and practical tasks.  
Assessment will be both formative and summative. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
All students will need a scientific calculator as required in Year 10.  Out of class study is essential for 
success.  A minimum of three hours each week is expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A
U
T
H
O
R     
I 
T
Y 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 37 

MATHEMATICS   B 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Mathematics B  involves the study of measurement, properties and relationships at an advanced level.  It is 
needed for entry to many tertiary courses and provides knowledge used in many fields including Geography, 
Biology, Environmental Science, Art, Economics and Fashion Design.  It underpins most industry, trade and 
commerce, social and economic planning and communications systems. 
 
Prerequisites  
At least a good B Achievement in Extension Mathematics in Year 10 is the preferred prerequisite. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Mathematics B can be studied in conjunction with Mathematics C. 
 
Content  
The following topics will be studied over two years: 
·  Introduction to Functions 
·  Rates of Change 
·  Periodic Functions and Applications 
·  Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Applications 
·  Optimisation - Using Derivatives 
·  Introduction to Integration 
·  Applied Statistical Analysis 
 
Assessment  
Written tests and examinations.  In addition other techniques will be included at least twice each year.  These 
include assignments, projects, investigations, group work or research topics and practical tasks.  Assessment 
will be both formative and summative. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
All students will need a scientific calculator as required in Year 10.  As well, all Mathematics B students will be 
given the opportunity to hire a Graphics Calculator at approximately 20% of the current cost of purchase.  
The scientific calculator will be useful for less advanced procedures not requiring the Graphics calculator.  
Out of class study is essential for success.  A minimum of three hours each week is expected. 
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MATHEMATICS   C 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Mathematics C  builds on and broadens the Mathematics B course.  It has more power and diversity and 
includes many new areas thus providing excellent preparation for the further study of Mathematics in a wide 
variety of fields.  The additional vigour and structure of the mathematics required in this subject will equip 
students with valuable thinking skills which will serve in more general contexts.  Studying Mathematics C also 
usually strengthens the performance of a student in Mathematics B.  Students who select Mathematics C are 
in an elite group and this is often reflected in the resulting OP. 
 
Prerequisites  
An A Level of Achievement in Year 10 Extension Mathematics is the preferred prerequisite. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Mathematics B must be studied in conjunction with Mathematics C.  The latter strengthens the former. 
 
Content  
The core topics will be studied and two selections from the options over two years. 
 
Core Topics : 
·  Introduction to Groups       
·  Real and Complex Number Systems     
·  Matrices and Applications      
·  Vectors and Applications 
·  Calculus 
·  Structures and Patterns  
      
Options : 
·  Linear Programming       
·  Plane Geometry        
·  Dynamics        
·  Introduction to Number Theory      
·  Probability and Statistics  
·  Advanced Periodic and Exponential Functions 
 
Assessment  
Written tests and examinations.  In addition other techniques will be included at least twice each year.  These 
include assignments, projects, investigations, group work or research topics and practical tasks.  Assessment 
will be both formative and summative. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
All students will need a scientific calculator as required in Year 10.  As well, all Mathematics B students will be 
given the opportunity to hire a Graphics Calculator at approximately 20% of the current cost of purchase.  
The scientific calculator will be useful for less advanced procedures not requiring the Graphics calculator.  
Out of class study is essential for success.  A minimum of three hours each week is expected. 
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MODERN  HISTORY 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Modern History  is the study of the past 200 years, but concentrates on the past 100 years.  It provides an 
opportunity to look back at our recent history and to trace the many advances as well as the many mistakes.  
The study of History involves a study of politics, economics, religion, society and culture.  Studying the origin 
of these facets of our lives aids an understanding of society and of ourselves.  Students are encouraged to 
discover and re-think facts to come to divergent conclusions.  History is found in the education systems of all 
societies in the form of myths, legends and famous stories, as well as recorded historical accounts. 
 
History teaches students to accept, respect and question change, to realise that not all change is progress, 
and that progress is not necessarily continuous or desirable.  History teaches students to condemn 
dogmatism - it encourages a passion for truth and objectivity.  Our natural curiosity into our past and origins is 
used, therefore promoting the valuing of our cultural heritage.  The study of history fosters confidence and 
humility, patriotism and idealism and a sense of feeling at home in a strange world; therefore it promotes an 
understanding of human nature.  In summary, it is only by knowing and respecting the past that we can strive 
for a better future.  
 
In Modern History students will interpret, explain, inquire and critically evaluate heritages and traditions, 
investigate and refine values and develop the knowledge, abilities and ethical commitment to participate as 
active citizens in the shaping of the future.  In History, as in everyday life, we ask meaningful questions, 
collect evidence, sift through it, analyse and evaluate it to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. 
These answers provide a context for our own lives and establish a range of values that shape our attitudes, 
beliefs and behaviours. 
 
Prerequisites  
Students should have gained at least a C in SOSE History or SOSE Geography in Year 10, or a B in SOSE 
Core before contemplating Modern History.  You do not have to have studied History in Years 9 and 10 to 
study Modern History in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Companion Subject  
The skills and processes of Modern History are taught, using different content, in all other Authority Social 
Science subjects.  These subjects include Ancient History, Geography, Legal Studies, and Economics.  Skills 
and processes are transferable from one Social Science subject to another.  Thus one Social Science 
subject helps in the study of another.  These skills and processes of research, analysis and evaluation are 
essential for any university or TAFE course and are used constantly in later life.  History teaches us how to 
learn, a skill needed in any job. 
 
Content  
The Syllabus gives teachers a choice of themes. A minimum of four inquiry topics must be studied across a 
minimum of three themes. We plan to study the following topics although some changes may occur to 
accommodate available resources, teacher expertise and student interest. 
 
Semester 1 -   Introductory study “Six Lives”  – 6 case studies of powerful people in the past 100 years. 

 
Theme 11 – The Individual in History –  
�  A study of individuals who have altered the course of history. 

 
Theme 6 – Studies of Power  – 
�  Background study – who had power at the start of the 20th Century?  Who didn’t?  Who 

wanted it”? 
�  Power in the hands of One-Nazi Germany. 
 

Semester 2 -  Theme 6 – Competing for Power  - 
�  Communism vs Democracy – Cold War. 
�  Communism as an emerging power. 
�  Who has power at the beginning of the 21st Century?  

 
Semester 3 -  Introductory study – the “ISMS” –  

�  Nationalism  
�  Communism 
�  Socialism 
�  Capitalism 
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Theme 1 – Studies of Conflict – 
�  World War I to Terrorism 
�  Armed Conflict 
�  Terrorism 

 
Semester 4 -  Theme 12 – National History – 

�  Role of Britain in Australia’s history. 
�  Out with Britain, in with America. 
�  The Aboriginal Experience. 
�  Australia in the World Today. 

 
Assessment 
A typical assessment program for Wavell State High School: 
 
Semester 1 - �  Multi-modal presentation 

�  Extended written response 
�  Research written task 

Semester 2 - �  Objective / short response test 
�  Multi-modal presentation 
�  Response to stimulus test 

Semester 3 -  �  Objective / short response test 
�  Multi-modal presentation 
�  Extended written response  

Semester 4 - �  Written research task 
�  Multi-modal presentation 
�  Response to stimulus test 

 
Criteria for assessment are Planning and using the Historical Research Process, Forming Historical 
Knowledge through Critical Inquiry and Communicating historical knowledge 
 
Assessment work will be collected in a folder at school, with attached profile showing the progressive 
achievement of a student towards exit at the end of year 12.  Student progress is reported to parents via Mid 
and End of Semester reports seven times during the course of Years 11 and 12, culminating in the Senior 
Certificate which records the Exit Level of Achievement for each subject. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
An average 30 minutes of homework is required per night, including set tasks, essay and assignment 
preparation, and revision.  The four-semester course has a high workload in terms of information to be learnt 
and the amount of writing, reading and research to be completed.  Students are expected to be punctual to 
lessons and with classwork and homework.  They must come ready to learn (homework completed, correct 
books and pens, quiet and cooperative attitude) and to respect the rights of others to a full and happy 
education. 
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MUSIC 
Authority Subject – contributes toward an OP 

 
The Senior Music  course assists students to enjoy, appreciate and make music. As one of the Arts, Music 
makes a profound contribution to personal, social and cultural identity.  The Arts are widely recognised as 
powerful educative tools that contribute to the development of the individual.  Studies in Music therefore offer 
a unique form of self-expression and communication.  This course is designed to: 
·  develop an enduring love of and lifelong involvement with music. 
·  develop a wide range of musical skills through practical means (Vocal and Instrumental). 
·  involve practical situations whereby students can develop a greater understanding of music as a  
 living art form, and be able to communicate within this form.  
·  empathise with music in a variety of styles and contexts. 
·  appreciate and study music for its aesthetic value. 
·  appreciate and understand Australia’s cultural heritage and multicultural development through music. 
·  develop social and personal skills that promote group co-operation, responsibility, confidence and 
 self-esteem. 
 
Prerequisites  
Entry to this Senior course is by EITHER successful completion of the Junior Music course OR by being a 
practicing musician of at least four years experience.  Students who have not studied Year 10 Music should 
discuss the course requirements with the Head of Department.  Ability to play a musical instrument is a 
definite advantage. 
It is recommended that students have demonstrated a C or better in Year 10 English, as Senior Music has a 
strong written communication component. 
 
Companion subjects  
Music Extension – Excellence Program may be studied in conjunction with Music. 
 
Content  
Students will study the following units over a two year period. 
·  Sing it out!   
·  Lights, Camera, Action!       
·      I am Australian 
·  At the Theatre 
·  Making a Statement 
·  Embracing Music 

   
Assessment 
Assessment over the two year period will include Written and Listening Exams, Compositions, Performances 
in small and large Ensembles and Research Assignments. 
Students are assessed in three areas: 
1.  Analysing Repertoire   Students learn about music and apply this knowledge to understand and 
  evaluate a wide repertoire of styles. 
2.  Composing   Students acquire, develop and apply knowledge of music writing and 
  problem solving to create music. 
3.  Performing   Students display musical performing skills, which may include playing, 
   singing, conducting, improvising, accompanying and moving. 
 
All parts have equal weighting.  Most assessment areas are completed in class time.  Practical work will need 
to be practiced outside school hours in students own time. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
1. Regular homework in the form of worksheets, assignments or practical tasks is given.  Students will 

need to be able to play a Musical instrument at a reasonable level of competency, or be willing to 
practice intently for set tasks on classroom instruments that are available.  A commitment to regular 
practice is essential.  The singing voice is regarded as a musical instrument. 

2. All students are encouraged to participate in the Instrumental and/or Choral Music program of the 
school if possible. 

 
Special Equipment 
Students do not need to own a musical instrument, although ready access to one would be very beneficial. 
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MUSIC EXTENSION 
PERFORMANCE OR COMPOSITION OR MUSICOLOGY  

EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Music Extension is an Authority Subject that is designed to cater for students with particular musical ability 
who may be contemplating further study in music or a career in music. 
 
The subject offers specialisation which can be defined both as an area of study and as a career path in the 
profession.  The subject is an obvious choice for students who are serious about their music studies, and will 
cater for musically gifted and talented students by providing them with a pathway to receive academic credit 
for their commitment to music. Students are able to select one of three strands of this course – Performance, 
or Composition or Musicology. 
 
The course involves two Semesters of study in Year 12. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students must already have achieved an appropriate level of musicianship in a major study eg. keyboard, 
voice, other instrument or composition.  It is recommended that students be a member of the Instrumental 
Music and Band Program or an outside ensemble, particularly if majoring in performance. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students who select Music Extension must also study the Authority Subject Music. 
 
Content 
The course aims to 
·  Provide students with demonstrated expertise in performance or composition or musicology. 
·  Provide students with the opportunity to develop further their musical abilities. 
·  Pursue excellence in the performance or composition of Music or the research of styles of Music. 
·  Develop cognitive, affective and psychomotor skills of the highest order 
·  Develop discrimination, sensitivity and responsiveness at a heightened level 
·  Provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate achievement at an advanced level in one of three 

dimensions: 
 �  Solo Performance     �  Composition     �  Musicology. 

 
Assessment 
Performance students will be required throughout the course to perform as a Soloist in at least two recitals as 
part of a larger concert program for members of the wider school community. 
Performance students will also be expected to perform on at least two occasions as a member of an 
Ensemble to an audience other than their regular Music class. 
Students of Composition and Musicology will produce negotiated assessment items throughout the course. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Music Extension will be studied by Year 12 students in the normal subject class time allocation for the Senior 
School.  This comprises three 70 minute lessons for private study.  Students will also study the subject for an 
additional 80 minute lesson during Sport on Wednesday afternoons with their class teacher as tutor. 
 
It is expected that Performance students will also have a private teacher outside the school who will 
supervise their musical study and assist them in preparation for performances and examinations.  A high 
degree of commitment to the course is expected.  Students must be prepared to rehearse thoroughly for all 
performance tasks.  Daily instrument practice is advisable with five to six hours per week recommended.  A 
professional accompanist will be needed for the two recitals. This will be funded by the student. 
 
Students of Composition and Musicology will be expected to spend at least three hours per week outside of 
school time engaged in study and research. 
 
Music Extension (Performance) may also be offered as a Year 11 Tutorial on Wednesday afternoons in 
preparation for the Year 12 Excellence subject. 
 
Cost 
There is no levy attached to this Excellence Program subject; however students will need to purchase their 
own music and provide photocopies of this at various times throughout the course. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Physical Education involves students in learning in, about and through physical activity.  Students 
participate in a series of written, oral and physical learning experiences based on the study of selected 
physical activities.   
 
Prerequisites 
·  Average motor skills and fitness level.  Students with physical or chronic medical problems should consult 

HPE staff before choosing the subject. 
·  Reasonable swimming ability.  Students who will not get into the pool should not choose this subject.  You 

must swim in the Lifesaving unit of Physical Education. 
·  Experience in the Years 9 and 10 HPE course would be useful but is not essential. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students taking Physical Education may also take Health Education, Recreation (General or Rugby 
League/Netball Sporting Excellence) and/or Health and Leisure Studies. 
 
Content 
Students will study three content areas each year: 
 

A 
Learning physical skills. 

B 
Biological bases of training  

and exercise. 

C 
Physical activity in the context of 

Australian society. 
 
Learning experiences in these content areas will be integrated with the following physical activities: 
 

·  Volleyball ·  Basketball ·  Badminton ·  Lifesaving 
 

Assessment  
Students are assessed on three criteria: 
·  Acquire  - Ability to acquire knowledge, understanding, capacities and skills in, about and through physical 

activities. 
·  Apply  - Ability to analyse, interpret and manipulate information in, about and through physical activities. 
·  Evaluate  - Ability to problem solve, propose, justify and synthesise information in, about and through 

physical activities. 
 
Physical Education will include both written tasks and non-written tasks to assess these criteria.  Students 
should expect one written task and one physical task per term. 
 
Assessment items will include: 
·  Written tasks  such as exam essays, research projects, journals, performance tasks. 
·  Physical tasks  such as evaluating speed and accuracy of responses; performance of offensive and 

defensive strategies. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
·  Homework  - Tasks are set regularly to reinforce concepts from the content area focus.  Additionally, 

students are expected to develop fitness levels and physical skills in their own time.   
·  Uniform  - Students are expected to wear formal uniform to and from school each day except Wednesday.  

On days on which practical lessons are scheduled (except Wednesdays), students are to wear formal 
uniform to school and change into sports uniform.  This policy is contained in the Wavell Student Diary.  
Students must wear full correct sports uniform each lesson.  There will be no exceptions. 

·  Equipment  - Students are required to purchase an inexpensive workbook from the school bookshop for 
theory lessons.  All texts, equipment and additional worksheets are supplied to students who participate in 
the Text and Resources Hire Scheme.  Other students will have to purchase their own textbooks. 

·  Excursions  - Students will have the opportunity to compete in a one day physical education exchange 
against another school each year. 
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PHYSICS 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 

Physics  is concerned with the discovery, understanding and application of physical laws of nature.  It is 
sometimes called a fundamental Science because its principles are used to varying extents in other Science 
subjects.  It uses Mathematics more often than other Sciences; so students can expect to use concepts from 
Mathematics subjects while studying Physics.  Our economic and cultural well-being result from our curiosity 
and determination to understand the world in which we live.  The discipline we call Physics developed 
particular methods and procedures that valued precise measurement and highly reproducible experiments.  It 
also developed a powerful and fruitful partnership with Mathematics. 
 

Physics provides valuable background knowledge for professional studies in Science, Engineering, 
Surveying, Medicine, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy and Agriculture.  As such, it should be a primary choice of 
subject for students who anticipate entering these courses.  It is certainly a highly desirable choice of subject 
for students who intend to pursue secondary Science teaching, Paramedical and Health-Care courses or 
various trade apprenticeships, especially in applied electrical fields. 
 

Prerequisites 
Students contemplating Physics should have done well in most of their Junior subjects and achieved an A in 
Year 10 Extension Science and Year 10 Extension Mathematics.  Students should be well motivated, have 
good reading comprehension and be able to analyse and present ideas clearly. 
 

Companion Subjects and Incompatible Subjects  
Physics students must also be enrolled for Mathematics B.  This gives them the mathematical toolkit they 
need to do well in Physics.  Topics in Mathematics C such as Vectors, Statics, Linear Motion, Work, Energy 
and Forces overlap with similar topics in Physics and can help students to understand both subjects. 
 
Physics may be taken as a student’s only choice of Science subjects, or in combination with other Science 
subjects such as Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science and Science 21.  However, we recommend that no more 
than three Science subjects be studied in Years 11 and 12, or two if one of these is Science21. 
 
Content  
The topics covered in the course are as follows: 

 

Semester 1 Unit I -  Physical quantities and measurement, Optics, Waves, Sound, Wave interactions. 

Semester 2 Unit II -  Kinematics, Forces and Motion, Hydrostatics, Momentum, Work and Energy, 
Circular Motion. 

Semester 3 Unit III -  Gravitational Fields, Forces and Potential, Electric Charges and Fields, Electric 
Potential and Potential Differences, Electric Current and Circuits, Magnetic Fields 
and Forces, Motion in Fields and Electromagnetism, Basic Electronics. 

Semester 4 Unit IV -  Thermal Physics, Properties of Electromagnetic Radiation, the Atom, 
Radioactivity, Nuclear Reactions. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment includes unit tests, semester examinations, article studies and practical projects.  Experimental 
investigations are an integral part of the course and students are expected to complete these projects and 
write up results, analyse and evaluate what they find, make justified conclusions and communicate these in a 
variety of ways.  This may mean that students will need to work outside normal lesson times under teacher 
supervision, so that there is sufficient time for accurate and repeated measurements to be made.   
 

This subject includes mandatory elements that must be assessed to meet the syllabus requirements of the 
Queensland Studies Authority.  Students who do not complete these mandatory elements jeopardise their 
assessment and enrolment in this subject. 
 

Expectations  and Homework  
Students should display good organisational skills and allot a regular time and place for studying and reading 
Physics.  A minimum of 30 minutes should be spent each night completing homework tasks and in ongoing 
study and revision.  It is important to summarise and revise subject matter taught during the school day and 
to practise problem solving.  Students with a lively interest in their surroundings and who are prepared to read 
widely from a variety of textbooks, magazines and journal articles on all aspects of the subject will be more 
receptive of classroom material. 
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SCIENCE21 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Science21  was offered for the first time in 2005.  It has an inter-disciplinary approach that will develop a 
broad understanding of Science appropriate to a young adult who is living in a global community in the 21st 
Century.  By studying the processes and products of Science, students will gain skills and insights spanning 
all phases of life and learning across social and vocational boundaries. 
 
Students will investigate their world through inquiry-focused activities which will develop their ability to think 
and work scientifically, using real-life experiences. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should have attained at least a B in Junior Science.  Students should have a general interest in 
Science and its contribution to the way we live today and will live in future. 
 
Companion Subjects 
There are no essential Companion Subjects for Science21.  It may be taken with no more than one other 
science subject. 
  
Content  
The program is organised by themes that are of interest to students: 
·  The way the human body works 
·  The way we communicate 
·  Our place in the universe and  
·  Our enjoyment of both synthesised and natural things. 
 
The program is designed to arouse students’ curiosity and interest in finding natural explanations and 
understandings of the world in which we live and also encourage their willingness to challenge their own 
beliefs and inherited social norms. 
 
The course is developed through problem-solving activities, case studies and projects. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is an integral part of the course.  Tasks will include writing short and extended reports, sitting for 
tests and exams and submitting folios of work completed by students at school and at home. 
 
Students may also be asked to keep journals, construct models, computer simulations and web pages and 
contribute to seminars organised through the school. 
 
Assessment will be holistic, but based on the criteria Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding, Working 
and Thinking Scientifically and Impacts of Science. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Students can expect to spend a minimum of three hours each week on home studies.  This would include 
reading, answering questions and problems, planning and writing up investigations, researching and 
completing assignments and other tasks as well as preparing for assessment. 
 
Students are expected to be well organised, interested and genuine in their desire to develop as self-
motivated and responsible learners. 
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TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
Technology Studies  is a course that provides students with an opportunity to gain an understanding of, and 
the ability to work with, a variety of materials through the application of inquiry, design and problem solving.  
Students are encouraged to be active participants in invention and innovation. 
 
They will undertake in-depth studies into materials, processes, systems and problem solving techniques.  
Students will be expected to undertake the design of artefacts or processes, to fulfil a variety of situations, 
which could improve their own lifestyles or those of others. As part of this process they will manufacture the 
articles designed to overcome a situation, therefore developing practical skills associated with tools, 
equipment and materials. 
 
The Technology Studies syllabus has been written to offer variety and a depth of study that is oriented 
towards life skills, vocational skills and community needs.  Students will have an opportunity to develop 
communicative skills through oral and written work as well as use and gain experience with a number of fixed 
machines and portable power tools. 
 
Technology Studies should prove especially relevant to students by assisting them to cope with present and 
future technological needs in a changing society.   
 
Safety  
Workshop safety is a central part of the course and students must be prepared to abide by any safety rule 
that applies to workshop procedures. 
 
Department of Education safety regulations and provisions of the Workplace Health and Safety Act require 
that students wear suitable clothing and footwear in the Manual Arts workshops at all times.  Many 
procedures used will require the use of additional safety equipment such as eye protection and hand 
protection.  Students will be required to supply their own safety glasses/goggles as part of the safety 
requirements.  The school will supply all other items (eg. welding masks).  It is advised that some form of ear 
protection is also purchased by the students. 
 
Loose and oversize clothing and most items of loose jewellery are not suitable.  Students who refuse to 
comply with these standards may be asked to leave the workshop for their own welfare and the welfare of 
others. 
 
Prerequisites  
There are no prerequisites for this subject, however students should be confident with English (C in 10 
English or better) and be prepared to produce both written assignment work as well as workshop based 
practical work.  Some experience with workshop and graphics subjects would be helpful. 
 
Content  
The course is organised around the central theme of ‘Product Design Sequence’.   
Study topics may include: 
 

The Inter-relationship of Technology, Industry & De sign 
·  The Elements and Principles of the Design Process ·  Control of dust, noise and other pollutants 
·  Personal protective equipment ·  Safety 
·  Storage and safety of hazardous materials ·  First aid 
·  Sustainability ·  Cleanliness 
·  Plant and equipment ·  Workshop layout 
·  Hand tools - correct use, care and limitations ·  Work practices 
·  Portable power tools - correct use, care and limitations ·  Maintenance 
·  Machine tools - correct use, care and limitations ·  Safe handling of materials 
·  Welding - gas and electric arc - correct use and care ·  The practical application of technology 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be an integrated part of the subject, carried out via a variety of methods outlined below: 
 
Students will be assessed using the criteria Knowledge and Application, Reasoning Processes, and 
Production to arrive at their Level of Achievement. 
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Year 11 
·  Writing tasks (Investigative Analysis)  
·  Project Proposal, Development and Appraisal 
·  Design Folios 
·  Practical exercises 
 

Year 12 
·  Writing tasks    
·  Project (Design Realisation) 
·  Practical exercises    

 
Expectations and Homework  
Students selecting this subject need to be aware of all safety standards, self-discipline and cooperation that 
are required in a practical workshop.  The students who undertake Technology Studies must be prepared to 
follow ALL safety rules and wear ALL personal safety equipment that is required in a practical workshop. 
Students will not be set homework each week.  However, the Product Development and Proposal tasks, 
design folios and Investigative Analysis will require an organised home study program. 
 
WARNING 
The Department of Education requires that parents are aware of the following statement: 
 
As part of the Manual Arts course, students will be required to complete a number of practical exercises.  
Once completed, students are permitted to take them home.  Parents need to be aware that the products are 
the result of a teaching exercise only.  They do not and were never intended to conform to Australian 
Standards and should not be used for normal use.  Legal opinion suggests that there would similarly be an 
onus on parents to warn any other party who may try to use the product. 
 
This statement has particular reference to stepladders and folding chairs.  Parents need to be aware that the 
above statement could apply to some projects made by students during the course. 
 
Fees 
A small annual fee will be charged to cover the cost of a wide variety of materials and equipment.  The 
amount of the fee will be advised.  Students may be required to provide materials for their design realisations. 
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VISUAL ART 
Authority Subject – contributes towards an OP 

 
The Senior Visual Art  course enables students to give visual form to thoughts, feelings, ideas and beliefs.  It 
develops their ability to interpret, respond to and communicate their experiences.  Consequently, through 
Visual Art, students learn to be visually literate.  This enhances their capacity to think, create and question 
and provides skills to interpret and express ideas.  The study of Visual Art in conjunction with other subjects 
contributes significantly to the overall general educational goals of social, emotional, intellectual, physical and 
aesthetic development of the student. 
 
The study of Visual Art will draw on the practices of artists as models for learning and for furthering students’ 
knowledge and understanding of art history. 
 
·  Visual Art is a preparation for life. 

Visual Art education develops social and personal skills that promote confidence, cooperation, 
responsibility and an informed lifelong engagement and enjoyment of the visual arts.  It encourages 
personal fulfilment through art experiences.  With reference to their own works and those of others, 
students explore how they can observe, challenge, shape and influence their world and its prevailing 
values.  These goals are central to the fostering of individual uniqueness within a society.  It is 
important that every young person should have access to a range of art experiences as preparation 
for life (work and leisure). 

 
·  Visual Art is a vocational preparation. 

All industries require the skills of problem solving and thinking with the flexibility to negotiate and 
consider a variety of solutions and processes essential in a rapidly changing world.   
 
Visual Art as a subject teaches students how to research, develop and resolve their ideas.  Students 
participate in research by reacting to a variety of stimuli, develop solutions to art problems and 
resolve individual ideas by communicating in visual, written and spoken forms.  This is invaluable 
preparation for many vocations including: 
·  architecture  ·      teaching   ·      retail display 
·  engineering  ·      curating   ·      illustrating 
·  town planning  ·      marketing   ·      arts administration 
·  advertising  ·      fashion design  ·      interior design 
·  film and television  ·      industrial design  ·      practising artist. 

 
·  Visual Art is a preparation for tertiary study. 

The Senior Visual Art course aims to promote critical, cultural and aesthetic understandings through 
participation in the processes involved in the whole art experience.  Consequently, Visual Art is a 
valuable preparation for many tertiary courses, including fine arts, design and history courses.  Most 
tertiary art courses require the presentation of a folio of practical work for selection/entry into art 
courses.  The Senior Visual Art course provides material for this folio. 

 
Prerequisites 
It is strongly recommended that students selecting this subject should have gained at least a high C 
Achievement in both Year 10 Art and Year 10 English. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Students with a strong interest in the visual arts may also select Visual Art Studies (SAS – Arts in Practice – 
Visual Art Strand, an Authority Registered Subject) to complement Visual Art. 
 
Content  
Visual Art involves making and appraising. 
 
Making is the production of artworks.  Here the effects of past and present, social and cultural contexts on the 
meanings and aesthetic values of artworks are considered.  In Visual Art, the formulation of ideas and the 
creating and thinking processes are significant as well as the development into a final product.  These are 
recorded in a Visual Diary. 
 
Appraising is the appreciation of artworks.  It involves the acquisition of knowledge of past and present as 
well as social and cultural contexts.  Students demonstrate their achievement by describing, analysing, 
interpreting and evaluating information.  This is done through researching, developing and resolving ideas to 
produce an individual response. 
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The two-year course of study presents making and appraising experiences based on units of work that 
comprise concepts, foci and media areas.  A diverse range of two-dimensional and three-dimensional media 
areas will be explored over the two years.   
 
The course explores the following concepts: 
 

 
·  Year 11:  DIVERSIFICATION 

·  Unit 1 – POSSESSIONS AND TREASURES – Students will interpret and explore OBJECTS from 
this concept. 

·  Unit 2 – PLACES AND SPACES – Students will interpret and explore the ENVIRONMENT from this 
concept. 

·  Unit 3 – OURSELVES AND OTHERS – Students will interpret and explore IDENTITY from this 
concept. 

 
·  Year 12:  SPECIALISATION 

·  Unit 4 – POWER – Students interpret and explore their own choice of focus using this concept. 
·  Unit 5 – SPIRITUALITY – Students interpret and explore their own choice of focus using this 

concept. 
·  Unit 6 – Students explore and extend on either Unit 5 or 6. 

 
Assessment  
Students are assessed on their making and appraising ability. To succeed in this subject, students must 
complete both the theoretical and practical aspects of the course. The techniques used for assessment could 
include: 
Making:  Practical folios and Visual Diary work  
Appraising: Extended written responses, objective tests, oral presentations. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Basic materials used in class will be provided, though students requiring extra materials will be expected to  
purchase them.  Drawing and painting materials will be required to complete work at home.  Students will be  
required to purchase a visual diary for drawing and design work. 
 
Students study Visual Art for three lessons per week and are expected to come to class prepared and ready 
for work.  Students also should realise that Visual Art is a discipline with a large component of learned 
attitudes and skills and they should come to class ready to be guided in their learning. Students will also be 
expected to research independently and collect information on a range of topics.  
 
Homework will vary but should average three hours per week. This would include reading the textbook, and 
researching, planning and completing practical and written assignments. 
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AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE 
Authority Registered Subject 

At Wavell the focus for this subject is Horticultur e. 
 

Horticulture  is the study of the science and art of growing plants.  This subject appeals to those who enjoy 
outdoor work and learning more about the practical aspects of plant growth and care.  Some theory work is 
undertaken to reinforce the practical component of this course and to increase student understanding and 
knowledge. 
  
Students who are interested in developing a career in horticulture, landscaping, green keeping, forestry or 
plant nursery work should consider this subject. Traineeships in landscaping and related areas of 
employment are available for Year 12 students. Some students, having completed this course, have 
successfully completed TAFE programs in Horticulture and are now working in the industry. 
 
Prerequisites  
It is essential that students have a positive and willing attitude towards outdoor activities and a keenness to 
cooperate in group work when shared tasks are undertaken.  Students who have enjoyed the practical 
aspects of Junior Science and are able to use practical activities to increase their knowledge and 
understanding usually succeed in this course. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Horticulture may be taken in combination with any other Science subject offered by the school, including the 
Authority Subject Science21. 
 
Content  
Unit 1:    The structure of plants, the processes of plant growth, storage and reproduction, the structure and  
                classification of soils. 
 
Unit 2:  Pest and disease recognition and treatment, water supply and management and Occupational      

Health and Safety. 
 

Unit 3:  Identification and classification of plants, fruit and vegetable growing, potting mix preparation and 
landscape design. 

 
Unit 4: Propagation of plants from seeds, and cuttings, native plants, weed management. 
 
Assessment  
Strong emphasis is given to assessment of practical work and assignments with a practical nature.  Each 
aspect is assessed and the results reflect both time spent developing the topic and the depth of knowledge 
needed to understand the work. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
Small assignments are set for each of the topics covered.  These assignments are often of a practical nature 
which will involve the student working at home as well as at school.  Completing these tasks, which will 
involve students in preparing and growing plants, writing, and drawing results, will need to be done outside 
normal lesson times.  
 
Students must also be prepared to work in the horticulture area all through the year.  Students wear normal 
school uniform for these activities.  Students are advised to have a hat, a long sleeved shirt to give some 
protection from the sun and to help keep their uniforms clean, as well as gardening gloves to protect their 
hands.  
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CREATIVE ARTS – DANCE STUDIES  
EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 

Authority Registered Subject 
 

Creative Arts - Dance is a subject designed to develop excellence in dance skills.  This subject caters for 
students who are gifted and talented, wish to pursue a career in the Arts and/or demonstrate a considerable 
level of potential in Dance. 
 
The priority of the course is for students with a strong level of ability and interest in the dance field to further 
develop their expertise.  Polished public performance, of a very high standard is a priority of the course, and a 
variety of dance genres, dance-related skills and performance styles are explored.  Outside specialists and 
professional Arts practitioners will be accessed for workshops and insight into Dance and the Performing Arts 
Industry. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should apply for application forms and audition information by early August of the year prior to 
commencement.  Auditions and interviews will be held in August.    
 
Companion Subjects 
Students who are accepted into this subject may also study the Senior subject Dance which provides vital 
skills and background knowledge and understanding. This is not a prerequisite.   Students may elect Dance 
Studies as their only Dance subject. 
 
Content 
·  Technique classes/studies 
·  Composition 
·  Audition process 
·  Stage skills and theatre etiquette 
·  Preparation and training for performances 
·  Creating student devised productions 
·  Exploring a broad variety of dance styles 
 
Assessment : 
Students will be assessed under the Creative Arts - Dance criteria of exploring, knowing and expressing.  
They will participate in an Artsfest, Annual Course Production and School Musical (biannually).  Students will 
also be given the opportunity to participate in Dance festivals and competitions when these are applicable to 
the yearly program:  eg. Dance Eisteddfods. 
 
Expectations and Homework: 
Dance Studies will be undertaken in the normal class time allocation for the senior school, comprising of 
three 70 minute lessons each week.  Students require a high degree of commitment to this course and 
should be prepared to attend a considerable number of rehearsals in their own time. 
 
Students are required to wear set dance uniforms: 
Assessment Uniform 
Students are required to wear the following dance uniform for assessment: 
Girls – A black leotard and black tights. 
Boys – A black round neck T-Shirt and black shorts. 
 
Class Uniform 
Students are required to wear Wavell dance pants and gym style singlet.  (Boys and girls designs available.) 
 
A levy of $150 per student per year will be charged.  This will assist in providing specialist tutors for 
workshops, excursion costs, CDs, course production materials, copying and costumes. Some excursion 
costs will need to be met by the students.  Dance uniform details will be available Term 4. 
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CREATIVE ARTS – DRAMA STUDIES  
EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 

Authority Registered Subject 
 

Creative Arts - Drama is a subject designed to develop excellence in dramatic skills.  This subject caters for 
students who are gifted and talented, wish to pursue a career in the Arts and/or demonstrate a considerable 
level of potential in Drama. 
 
The priority of the course is for students with a strong level of ability and interest in the dramatic field to 
further develop their expertise.  Polished public performance, of a very high standard is a priority of the 
course, and a variety of theatrical genres, drama-related skills and performance styles are explored.  Outside 
specialists and professional Arts practitioners will be accessed for workshops and insight into Drama and the 
Performing Arts Industry. 
 
Prerequisites 
Students should apply for application forms and audition materials by early August of the year prior to 
commencement.  Auditions and interviews will be held in August.   
 
Companion Subjects 
Students who are accepted into this subject must also study the Senior subject Drama which provides vital 
skills and background knowledge and understanding. 
 
Content 
·  Improvisation 
·  Comedy 
·  Musical Theatre 
·  World Drama 
·  Theatre of the Absurd 
·  Collage Drama 
·  Stage Skills 
·  Role Development 
·  Script Writing 
·  Children’s Theatre and Theatre for Young People 
·  Directing 
·  Acting for Film and Television 
·  Auditioning 
·  Play Production. 
(The course changes biannually.) 
 
Assessment : 
Students will be assessed under the Creative Arts - Drama criteria of Exploring, Knowing and Expressing.  
They will participate in an Annual Course Production, School Musical and/or Artsfest Gala Evening.  Students 
will also be given the opportunity to participate in Drama festivals and competitions when these are applicable 
to the yearly program:  eg, the Brisbane Arts Theatre’s One Act Play Competition or the Queensland Theatre 
Sports Competition. 
 
Expectations and Homework: 
Drama Studies will be studied in the normal class time allocation for the senior school, comprising three 70 
minute lessons each week.  Students require a high degree of commitment to this course and should be 
prepared to attend a considerable number of rehearsals in their own time. 
 
Students are required to wear loose black clothing for out of school rehearsals. 
 
A levy of $150 per student per year will be charged.  This will assist in providing specialist tutors for 
workshops, excursion costs, CDs, course production materials and costumes. Some excursion costs will 
need to be met by the students. 
 
It is expected that students give maximum effort to reach a standard of personal excellence. 
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CREATIVE ARTS – MEDIA STUDIES 
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Creative Arts - Media is a practical Arts subject designed to cater for those students who have an interest in 
creating film and video productions using appropriate film technology. Students would also have an interest in 
gaining an understanding of the film making process. 
 
The purpose of the course is to enable students to gain practical experience of designing, filming and editing 
processes and create productions that are valuable and entertaining.  Creating films is interesting and 
audience appreciation is vital to add value and provide purpose; therefore students will be given the 
opportunity to market their productions to an audience of their school peers, by organising and running the 
annual ‘Wavell Film Festival’. 
 
Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for this subject other than a genuine interest in media and media making.  
Students will be systematically taught the basics through to advanced video making techniques in a 
supportive and patient environment. 
 
Incompatible Subject 
Students taking Creative Arts - Media may not also take Film and Television. 
 
Content 

�  Short film making 
�  Set design and construction 
�  Animation 
�  Personal documentary 
�  Film genres and analysis 
�  Making a genre film 
�  Organising and running the ‘Wavell Film Festival’. 

 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed under the arts practice criteria of exploring, knowing and expressing.  Assessment 
will take a variety of forms including video proposals, presentations, set construction and activity logs. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Creative Arts - Media will be studied in the normal class time allocation for the senior school comprising of 
three 70 minute lessons a week.  Students require a high level of enthusiasm and responsibility for this 
subject as they will be entrusted with valuable and expensive equipment and need to be held personally 
accountable for its care and maintenance while it is in their possession.  At times they will be expected to 
work outside school hours to achieve target timelines for finishing assessment.  
 
Students will be expected to provide their own mini DV tapes for filming assessment at an approximate cost 
of $5.00 each. 
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CREATIVE ARTS - VISUAL ART STUDIES  
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Visual Art Studies  is the study of Visual Design, Fine Art and Craft for leisure and the workplace.   
 
The program of study encourages students to aim for excellence in the Visual Arts and work towards 
becoming artist practitioners, taking on the interrelated roles of maker, presenter and technician.  The course 
is designed to increase students’ awareness of a range of industry opportunities and standards in Visual Arts 
practices.  Where appropriate, students will also gain an understanding of Workplace Health and Safety 
requirements and legal issues related to the areas of study. 
 
Aims 
This course seeks to assist students to 
·  respond to the requirements of a possible client, carrying out specific commissions. 
·  achieve their unique potential through the production of artworks. 
·  experience Art through their personal perspective related to social, community, cultural, economic,  
 political, environmental and vocational context. 
·  develop and express themselves as individuals through a variety of processes and experiences. 
·  pursue an active literacy to meet their ever changing personal and social needs. 
·  define problems with the flexibility to negotiate and consider a variety of solutions and processes  

 essential in a rapidly changing world. 
·  explore with confidence the potential of materials, techniques, processes and technologies. 
·  develop social and personal skills that promote confidence, group cooperation and responsibility. 
 
Prerequisites 
Creative Arts - Visual Art is an appropriate study for all students. Though not essential, it is recommended 
that students have studied Art in Year 9 and 10, and gained at least a C in Art and English. Most students 
who have not done Art are successful in this subject if they are prepared to work hard in both practical and 
written tasks.  
 
It is essential that students have a positive and willing attitude towards practical activities. Students will also 
need to demonstrate good communication skills, initiative and self-management, and a keenness to 
cooperate in group-work when shared tasks are undertaken.    
 
Companion Subjects 
Students with a strong interest in the Visual Arts may also select Visual Art, an Authority Subject. 
 
Content 
Areas of study will include 
 

Year 11 - Design 
- Community Project 
- Photography and/or Craft 

Year 12 - Drawing 
- Painting 
- Printmaking 
- Sculpture 

 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed under the criteria of exploring, knowing and expressing.  Instruments used in 
assessment will be practical folios, examinations and participation in a group project. There will be a need to 
keep notes and a Visual Diary for drawing, planning and design work. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Basic materials used in class will be provided, though students requiring extra materials will be expected to 
purchase them. Some art supplies, such as drawing and painting materials, will be required to complete any 
unfinished class work at home. 
 
Students will study Visual Art Studies for three lessons per week and are expected to come to class prepared 
and ready for work. Students should also come ready to be guided in their learning and willing to approach 
the completion of their work in a systematic manner. 
 
Homework will vary but should average one to two hours per week. This would include reading the textbook, 
revising for tests and researching, planning and completing practical assignments.  
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EARLY CHILDHOOD PRACTICES 
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Early Childhood Practices  is designed to equip students with elementary theoretical and practical 
knowledge, skills and attitudes required to function as care givers to young children. This subject also aims to 
explore vocational opportunities available in this field. 
 
Prerequisites  
It is an advantage to have studied Home Economics in Years 9 & 10. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Students who take Early Childhood Practices may also study Home Economics, or Home Economics (Food 
Major). 
 
Content 
The Early Childhood Practices course is taught through the following semester themes: 
 
Semester 1: Understanding Child Development –  

·  Introducing Early Childhood 
·  Physical Development 

Semester 2: Development and Creativity – 
·  Growth Development 
·  Accident Prevention and Safety 
·  Creativity, Self-expression and Problem Solving in Early Childhood 

Semester 3: Play and Language – 
·  Play in Early Childhood 
·  Physical Care of Children 

Semester 4: Careers in Early Childhood –  
·  Parenting 
·  Children with Special Needs 
·  Career Paths Working with Children 

 
Some Wavell students study Certificate III in Community Services (Children’s Services).  Information about 
this course is contained in this book. 
 
Assessment  
Assessment will cover both theoretical and practical aspects of the course.  Assessment instruments will 
include theory tests in exam block, writing tasks, the design of practical activities and field placement.  
Assessment areas include – Knowledge; Reasoning and Practical Understanding. 
 
Expectations and Homework  
·  Students must be prepared to participate in observation and practical work within the community. 
·  Excursions and Field Placements constitute very important parts of this course. 
 
Course Fees 
Students taking Early Childhood Practices complete structured work placements in both Years 11 and 12.  
There is a mandatory fee charged to cover organisation and administration costs of these work placements, 
as well as the supply of a log book.  Log book must be purchased from bookshop. 
 

A
U
T
H
O
R     
I 
T
Y 
 

R
E
G 
I 
S
T
E
R
E
D 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 56 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATION 
Authority Registered Subject 

 

English Communication draws on aspects of both general and vocational education to improve students’ 
potential for effective participation in fundamental life roles; that is, those related to work, personal and 
community life and to leisure and recreation. 
 

Prerequisites 
English Communication is recommended for students who intend to undertake TAFE studies and wish to 
develop literacy skills which are important for the workplace. It is also recommended for students who intend 
to take up a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship.  Students in Year 10 English who have 
experienced difficulty at the C Level, as well as students who have achieved a D or E, are strongly 
recommended to undertake this course.  As English is a compulsory subject, it is very important to seek the 
advice of English teachers and the Head of Department in selecting your English course. 
 

Content 
Over the two year course, students will study units within the three core areas of Work, Community and 
Leisure: 
·  Work – Students need to operate language systems in order to participate effectively in workplace 

situations.  In this area of study students have opportunities to develop knowledge of and skills in making 
language choices for texts, which draw their audience and purpose from workplace contexts. 

·  Community  - In preparing for active participation in Australian and global communities, students need to 
be able to communicate effectively in a range of situations in order to make positive and productive 
contributions.  In this area of study, students have opportunities to develop knowledge of how language 
choices can position readers, listeners and viewers of texts related to current community, national and 
global contexts. 

·  Leisure  – In participating in a range of leisure activities, students need to develop skills that will enable 
them to create, enjoy, appreciate, evaluate, use and critique various texts through which ideas and images 
are communicated in contemporary society.  In this area of study, students have opportunities to develop 
knowledge and skills about how textual choices are made for print, multimodal and electronically mediated 
texts. 

 

English Communication - Overview of Units 
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Assessment  
In English Communication, students must complete at least one spoken task and at least two written tasks 
each semester.  An appropriate balance between the work, community and leisure strands will be 
maintained.  Assessment work will be collected in a folder which is kept at school.  A profile sheet showing 
the progressive achievement of a student towards exit at the end of Year 12 will be attached to the folio.   
 

Students must demonstrate ‘evidence of authorship’ for all assessment tasks by following clear procedures 
for consultation, drafting and documentation of their work.  Each class will receive an assessment overview at 
the start of the semester giving details of tasks and due dates.  Students must meet assessment due dates in 
order to meet the requirements of the course.  Assessment task sheets will clearly set out the requirements 
of the task and the marking criteria.   
 

Expectations and Homework  
A student entering this course should exhibit a desire to plan and work as a member of a group and accept 
responsibility for both individual and group standards of work and behaviour.  
 

Homework will involve set tasks, essay and assignment preparation and revision.  Students are expected to 
be punctual to lessons and with classwork and homework.   
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HOSPITALITY 
Authority Registered Subject 

 
The Hospitality course in Years 11 and 12 aims to equip students with cookery and food service skills to 
industry standard, as well as help them in the development of personal management.  The approach takes a 
vocational learning focus. 
 

Prerequisites 
The Hospitality Practices course has no prerequisite studies and has been designed to appeal to male and 
female students of varying interests and abilities.  
 

Companion Subjects  
The following subjects may be studied simultaneously: Home Economics, Hospitality, Early Childhood 
Practices or Certificate III in Children’s Services.  The combination of Home Economics Food Major and 
Hospitality represents a high practical commitment.   Students are advised to discuss this choice with the 
Head of Department. 
 

Students may find that this subject complements a traineeship in Hospitality or provides valuable skills for 
employment.  Students will be encouraged and supported in School Based Traineeships or Apprenticeships. 
 

Content 
Semester 1  AWARENESS  OF THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY  

·  The Hospitality Industry 
·  Communications for the Hospitality Industry 
·  Cultural Awareness for the Hospitality Industry 
·  Workplace Health, Hygiene and Safety Issues in the Hospitality Industry 

Semester 2 BASIC FOOD PRODUCTION 
·  Workplace Health, Hygiene & Safety Issues in the Hospitality Industry 
·  Food Production 

Semester 3 FOOD PRODUCTION & BEVERAGE SERVICE 
·  Workplace Health, Hygiene & Safety Issues  
·  Hospitality Event Management 
·  Good Production 
·  Beverage Production 

Semester 4: HOSPITALITY EVENTS 
·  Communications for the Hospitality industry 
·  Cultural Awareness for the Hospitality Industry 
·  Workplace Health, Hygiene & Safety Issues in the Hospitality Industry 
·  Hospitality Event Management 
·  Good Production 
·  Beverage Production 
·  Food and beverage service 

 

Assessment  
Practical Performance  
This course focuses on practical activity, and thus a majority of assessment involves practical work.  This 
involves the judgement of a student’s performance and/or competency in a variety of situations.   
 

Theoretical Knowledge 
While Hospitality has a strong practical bias, there exists a body of content that will be assessed formally.  
Examinations, assignments and the compilation of a folio will be used to assess student achievement.   
 

Expectations and Homework Commitment  
·  Students who elect to study Hospitality are required to bring ingredients for practical activities on a weekly 

basis.  
·  Most activities operate within normal school hours.  Students should not feel that this subject will interfere 

greatly with their other study commitments. 
·  Students wear chef’s uniform.  The supply of this uniform is organised by the school.  Students pay part 

of the cost, while functions conducted by students generate funds to cover the balance.  Participation by 
students in functions enables them to keep their uniform at the end of the course.  Students exiting the 
course early are to return their tunic. 

 

Student Selection  
Students will be selected by their performance in a practical task and interview, held in October or some other 
negotiated time.  These will be advised via the school calendar, newsletters and student notices.  
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
Authority Registered Subject 

  
The subject Information and Communications Technology  (IAC) is concerned with using information and 
communications technologies (ICTs) to provide practical solutions to real life problems.  Its student-centred 
approach promotes confident, competent and self-motivated users and consumers of ICTs.  This is important 
if students are to be successful in the next phase of their life, whether it is to pursue a career with ICTs, 
undertake further study, or gain employment.  Students should also be able to keep pace with new 
technologies and be responsible users of ICTs, aware of the social, environmental and legal impacts of their 
actions. 
 
Companion Subject 
Students may not  take this subject AND Information Processing Technology (IPT) 
 
Prerequisites 
Students are strongly encouraged not to take this subject unless they have achieved a C or higher in both 
Year 10 English and Year 10 Mathematics.  Also, students who have studied Information & Communication 
Technologies (TIC) in Years 9 and/or 10 should not choose this subject in years 11 & 12. 
 
Content 
This course integrates the following into a two year program: 
  

Core Principles 
 Use ICTs competently   Manage time & resources effectively & efficiently 
 Engage in self-directed learning Communicate and work with others 
 Make informed decisions  Employ safe & healthy procedures in the use of ICTs 
 Use ICTs ethically   Strive for excellence and aim for quality 
 
 Elective Units 
 On-Line Communication  Website Development 
 Digital Still Imaging   Document Production 
 Managing Data 
 
Assessment 
Assignments, Practical and Theoretical exams as well as group projects will constitute the major forms of 
assessment for this course.  Classroom participation will also be considered. 
 
Students will be assessed on the criteria Product & Process.  The Product criteria includes the student’s 
ability to make effective choices of medium, vocabulary and genre to identify, develop and present ICT 
products which are relevant to target audience.  The Process criteria includes the student’s ability to use 
creativity, devise strategies, interpret information, make decisions and choose the most appropriate ICTs to 
develop a solution to a task. 
 
Expectations & Homework 
Since a considerable amount of this course is of a practical nature, students will be expected to make use of 
computing facilities outside of normally scheduled class time – either at school or at home – to complete 
assigned work.  Students will be expected to research and collect information on a range of topics.  Much of 
the work requires a high level of group cooperation. 
 
Fees 
A subject levy applies to this course to cover its increased software requirements, extra ICT devices and 
more frequent use of ICT facilities.  The fee is $40 in 2008 and is subject to an annual review. All students 
are required to pay for printing credit and internet downloads after the initial free allocation is used. 
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MANUFACTURING  
ENGINEERING / FURNISHING / INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY (P RACTICAL) 

Authority Registered Subjects 
 

Manufacturing  is offered in three strands: 
 

·  Manufacturing (Engineering Studies) 
·  Manufacturing (Furnishing Studies) 
·  Manufacturing (Industrial Technology Studies) (Prac tical)  
 

These are individual subjects and any or all may be undertaken. 
 
Manufacturing  provides students with an opportunity to gain an understanding of a range of materials and 
equipment and the ability to work with them in an age of dynamic technological change.  It seeks to prepare 
students for an active role within such a society.  
 

Manufacturing develops life skills and competencies which directly apply to a technical or industrial field and 
which also help the student adjust to the changing demands of society. 
 

Manufacturing is relevant to all students as they seek to develop:  
·  an understanding of industrial technology and its application to industry 
·  preparation for vocational employment 
·  a capacity to cope with and contribute to life in a technological society 
·  a sense of personal worth and self-esteem 
·  problem-solving abilities. 
 
Safety 
Workshop safety is a central part of the course and students must be prepared to abide by any safety rule 
that applies to workshop procedures. 
 
Education Queensland safety regulations and provisions of the Workplace Health and Safety Act require that 
students wear suitable clothing and footwear in Industrial Skills workshops at all times.  Many procedures 
used will require the use of additional safety equipment such as eye protection, hand protection and ear 
protection (eye protection and ear plugs must be supplied by students). 
 
Loose and oversize clothing and most items of loose jewellery are not suitable.  Students who refuse to 
comply with these standards may be asked to leave the workshop for their own welfare and the welfare of 
others. 
 
Prerequisites  
There are no prerequisites for this subject, however the study of Industrial Skills in Years 9 and 10 and some 
knowledge of Graphics would be useful. 
 
Content  
Manufacturing offers a flexible structure which allows programs to be modified in response to changes in the 
local economic, social or technological climate and to facilitate efficient use of available resources, equipment 
and teacher expertise.  
 
The subject matter from which learning experiences are derived comes from: 
·  Engineering Studies 
·  Furnishing Studies 
·  Industrial Technology Studies. 
 
By the conclusion of the program of study the student should be able to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of industry specific: 
·  technical vocabulary, terminology and principles 
·  safe and competent work practices 
·  tools, equipment and machines 
�  resources - identifying appropriate materials, tools, equipment and processes 
·  methods in the construction of practical projects.  
 
Also, by the conclusion of the program of study the student should be able to demonstrate an ability to:  
·  use and maintain a range of tools and equipment with due regard to safe and appropriate operating 

procedures  
·  produce quality work, solutions and artefacts.  
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Assessment 
Student assessment will use indicators such as class projects, student workbooks, tests on related theory 
and research assignments. 
The criteria Knowledge and Understanding, Applied Processes and Practical Skills will be used to arrive at 
the student’s Level of Achievement.   
 
Expectations and Homework  
Students selecting this subject need to be aware of all safety standards, self discipline and cooperation that 
are required in a practical workshop.  Students studying Manufacturing must be prepared to follow ALL safety 
rules, and wear ALL of the personal safety equipment as required in a practical workshop.  Students will not 
be set homework each week.  However, some home studies will be required to maintain student workbooks 
in preparation for theory tests. 
 
Equipment  
As students are required to work in an industrial situation, they must strictly adhere to all safety 
requirements .  Therefore, as part of the subject, students will be required to supply their own ear plugs and 
strong leather shoes (they are advised to supply th eir own safety goggles) .  Some specialised 
equipment (eg. welding masks and other safety equipment) will be supplied by the school.  It an expectation 
that students will wear their safety glasses/ ear p lugs during all workshop operations on machines. 
Strong leather shoes must be worn at all times in t he workshops. 
 
WARNING 
Education Queensland requires that parents are aware of the following statement. 
 
As part of the Manufacturing course, students will be required to complete a number of practical exercises.  
Once completed, students are permitted to take them home.  Parents need to be aware that the products are 
the result of a teaching exercise only.  They do not and were never intended to conform to Australian 
Standards and should not be used for normal use.  Legal opinion suggests that there would similarly be an 
onus on parents to warn any other party accordingly who might try to use the product.  
 
This statement has particular reference to stepladders and folding chairs.  Parents need to be aware that the 
above statement could apply to some projects made by students during the course. 
 
Fees 
An annual fee will be charged to cover the cost of materials and equipment.  The amount of the fee will be 
advised at the beginning of each year. 
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PREVOCATIONAL MATHEMATICS 
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Prevocational Mathematics  provides opportunities for students to improve their numeracy to assist them in 
pursuing a range of vocational and personal needs.  It develops student’s confidence and positive attitudes 
towards mathematics, their mathematical knowledge and skills and their communication skills. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Students who have completed the three years of Junior Secondary Mathematics are eligible to enter the 
course.  Materials and resources required will be indicated and sometimes supplied.  The students are to 
possess a scientific calculator which they would have from their previous years, and the normal writing 
equipment for each class. 
 
Content: 
·  Mathematics for interpreting society: number and data; 
·  Mathematics for personal organisation: location and time; finance; 
·  Mathematics for practical purposes: measurement. 
 
Assessment: 
This will be conducted mostly in class time.  It will include small tasks under teacher supervision, plus 
projects and investigations which are ongoing over several weeks.  There will be tests, assignments, practical 
work and research projects. 
 
Expectations and Homework: 
Students are required to attend all classes and have the required resources at every class.  To prepare for 
classes students will need to spend some personal time preparing for tests, doing assignments and 
researching.  The time spent could average 30 minutes on the nights of classes. 
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RECREATION  
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Recreation - General Strand provides students with skills in sports and recreational activities.  
 
Content 
The course is oriented towards practical work (75% of class time) with students covering eight different 
physical activities in each year.  Some of the activities have been selected for their popularity in post-school 
recreation.  The activities are: 
 

·  Touch ·  Indoor Soccer ·  Tennis ·  Golf 
·  Water Sports / Snorkelling 
·  Lawn Bowls 

·  Indoor Cricket 
·  Table Tennis 

·  Beach Volleyball ·  Tennis 

 
Prerequisites   
1. Average motor skills and fitness level.  Students with physical or chronic medical problems should 

consult Health and Physical Education staff before choosing the subject. 
2. Reasonable swimming ability.  Students who are unable to swim (or are poor swimmers) should consult 

Health and Physical Education staff before choosing the subject. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students enrolled in Recreation may also study Social & Community Studies or a Sporting Excellence 
subject.  Students MUST note that only one of Recreation (General) and either Recreation (Rugby League / 
Netball) may be credited towards their QCE.  However if they feel they will obtain enough credit points then 
they can enrol in both. 
 
Assessment  
Students are assessed on three criteria: 
·  Acquire -  Ability to acquire knowledge, understanding, capacities and skills in, about and through 

physical activities. 
·  Apply -  Ability to analyse, interpret and manipulate information in, about and through physical activities. 
·  Evaluate - Ability to problem solve, propose, justify and synthesise information in, about and through 

physical activities. 
 
Recreation will include both written tasks and physical tasks to assess these criteria.   Assessment items will 
include: 
·   Written tasks  such as exam essays, research projects, journals, performance tasks 
·   Physical tasks  evaluating speed and accuracy of responses; performance of offensive and defensive 

strategies. 
 

Expectations and Homework  
·  Homework  - Tasks are set regularly in theory and practical areas.  Additionally, students are expected to 

practise skills from current practical units in their own time. 
·  Uniform  - Students must be dressed appropriately for practical work.  On days on which practical 

lessons are scheduled, students are to wear formal uniform to school and change into sports uniform.  
This policy is contained in the Wavell Student Diary. 

·  Equipment  - Students are required to purchase from the school bookshop an inexpensive workbook for 
theory lessons.  All equipment and additional worksheets are supplied to students who participate in the 
Text and Resources Hire Scheme.  Other students will be required to provide their own textbooks and 
possibly some equipment. 

·  Hire  Fees - Students participate in activities at commercial venues where hire fees apply to use the 
facilities.  The school subsidises the cost to students.  However, students will be required to pay a levy for 
Recreation (approximately $50.00) which will cover the costs of going to outside venues for the year.  
Parents will be informed early in the year of dates and costs. 

·  Camp - A day camp will be organised each year at an additional cost.  Parents will be informed of dates 
and costs. 
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RECREATION 
SPORTING EXCELLENCE – NETBALL  

Authority Registered Subject 
 

The Netball  Sporting Excellence strand (NBX) is designed for students who are interested in developing their 
skills both on and off the court. Additionally, it will assist students in other areas with a view at making them 
more competent not only as a player but as a person, coach, manager, trainer and official. A high standard in 
the performance of Netball skills is needed for success in this subject. 
 
Prerequisites 
·  Students must meet certain criteria in regard to behaviour and effort.  Students must receive less than 

five ‘D’ and/or ‘E’ grades in total for Behaviour and Effort on their Semester two Year 10 report.  
·  A strong interest in netball. 
·  Above average strength/fitness and skills and a desire to improve in both areas. 
·  A willingness and commitment to be involved in all aspects of the course. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students enrolled in Recreation – Netball Excellence may also study Social and Community Studies / General 
Recreation.  Students MUST note that only one (1) of Recreation (General) and Recreation (Netball) may be 
credited towards their QCE.  However if they feel they will obtain enough credit points, then they can enrol in 
both. 
 
Content 
The course is orientated towards practical work (75% of class time) with students covering Netball skills, 
strength and conditioning, basic fitness and theory components outlined below: 
·  Core stability and balance enhancement. 
·  Strength – specific netball weight training techniques and enhancement. 
·  Individual and team skills and strategies. 
·  Sports medicine/ First Aid. 
·  Umpiring – some accreditations. 
·  Coaching skills – including coaching junior players (primary and secondary). 
·  Life skills - Communication, sportsmanship, respect, contracts, sport and the law. 
·  Understanding the different levels of netball involvement in Australia. 
·  Nutrition. 
·  Fitness components. 
·  Sports psychology. 
·  Massage. 
 
Assessment 
Students are assessed on three criteria: 
·  Acquire  - Ability to acquire knowledge, understanding, capacities and skills in, about and through 

physical activities. 
·  Apply  - Ability to analyse, interpret and manipulate information in, about and through physical activities. 
·  Evaluate  - Ability to problem solve, propose, justify and synthesise information in, about and through 

physical activities.  
 
Assessment items will include: 
·  Written tasks  such as exam essays, research projects, journals, performance tasks 
·  Physical tasks  evaluating skills as well as speed and accuracy of responses; performance of offensive 

and defensive strategies.  
 
Expectations and Homework 
·  Homework  - Tasks are set regularly in theory and practical areas. Additionally, students are expected to 

practise skills from current practical units in their own time. 
·  Uniform  - Students must be dressed appropriately for practical work. On days on which practical lessons 

are scheduled, students are to wear formal uniform to school and change into sports uniform. This policy 
is contained in the Wavell Homework Planner. 

·  Subject  Levy  Payment  - An annual fee of $70.00 will be set to cover costs associated with the course. 
The entire subject levy must be paid at the start of the school year. This levy will cover such costs as 
access to outside highly qualified coaches, guest speakers, equipment, as well as training gear (singlet, 
shorts, dress polo shirt) and access to school playing uniform.  

·  Camp - A day camp will be organised for the first year at an additional cost.  
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RECREATION   
SPORTING EXCELLENCE - RUGBY LEAGUE 

Authority Registered Subject 
 

The Rugby League  Sporting Excellence strand (RLX) is designed for students who are interested in 
developing their skills both on and off the field.  Additionally, it will assist students in other areas with a view to 
making them more competent not only as a player but as a coach, manager, trainer or official.  A high 
standard in behaviour, effort and self-discipline are required to be accepted into this subject. 
 
Prerequisites 
·  Students must meet certain criteria in regard to behaviour and effort.  Students must receive less than 

five ‘D’ and/or ‘E’ grades in total for Behaviour and Effort on their Semester two Year 10 report.  
·  A strong interest in Rugby League 
·  Above average strength/ fitness and skills and a desire to improve in both areas. 
·  A willingness to be involved in all aspects of the course. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students enrolled in Recreation - Rugby League Excellence may also study Social & Community Studies / 
General Recreation.  Students MUST note that only one (1) of Recreation (General) and Recreation (Rugby 
League) may be credited towards their QCE.  However if they feel they will attain enough credit points then 
they can enrol in both. 
 
Content 
The course is orientated towards practical work (75% of class time) with students covering Rugby League 
skills, strength and conditioning, basic fitness and theory components outlined below: 
·  Goal Setting and Career Education 
·  Fitness, especially cardio-vascular endurance and flexibility 
·  Strength – weight training techniques and enhancement 
·  Individual and team skills and strategies 
·  Sports Medicine/First Aid 
·  Refereeing and Coaching 
·  Life skills eg. Communication and Public Speaking, Contracts, Sport and the Law 
·  Nutrition. 
 
Assessment  
Students are assessed on three criteria: 
·  Acquire  - Ability to acquire knowledge, understanding, capacities and skills in, about and through 

physical activities. 
·  Apply  - Ability to analyse, interpret and manipulate information in, about and through physical activities. 
·  Evaluate  - Ability to problem solve, propose, justify and synthesise information in, about and through 

physical activities. 
Recreation (RLX) will include both written tasks and non-written tasks to assess these criteria.   
 
Assessment items will include: 
·   Written tasks  such as exam essays, research projects, journals, performance tasks. 
·   Physical tasks  evaluating speed and accuracy of responses; performance of offensive and defensive 

strategies. 
 

Expectations and Homework  
·  Homework  - Tasks are set regularly in theory and practical areas.  Additionally, students are expected to 

practise skills from current practical units in their own time. 
·  Uniform  -  Students must be dressed appropriately for practical work.  On days on which practical 

lessons are scheduled, students are to wear formal uniform to school and change into their sports 
excellence uniform.  This policy is contained in the Wavell Student Diary. 

·  Subject Levy Payment  - An annual fee of $200.00 will be set to cover costs associated with the course.   
The entire subject levy must be paid at the start of the school year.   A part payment plan may be 
negotiated with the Head of Department (HOD) but this process must be approved by the HOD at the 
start of the year.  The levy will cover costs of apparel (training shirts, press shirt, jumper, shorts, socks 
and jerseys).  Other costs of travel shortfall, sports medicine, strapping, equipment, guest speakers, etc., 
are also covered in the levy. 

·  Camp – A yearly camp (2 days) is also part of the course.  Parents will be informed early in the year of 
dates and costs.  (This camp is an additional cost to the $200.00 subject levy). 
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SOCIAL & COMMUNITY STUDIES (HEALTH AND LEISURE) 
Authority Registered Subject 

 
Social & Community Studies  encourages students to explore and refine their personal values and lifestyle 
choices in order to participate effectively in today’s society.  The course is oriented towards practical work 
(50% of class time).  Students are encouraged to investigate their life roles through a variety of electives 
dealing with health, recreation and leisure, food and nutrition, workplace relations and the community.  They 
will be involved in using the community as a resource for their learning and be given opportunities to gain 
knowledge and skills they can use in life after school.   
 

Students will be encouraged to be: 
·   Open minded, respectful and tolerant. 
·   Enterprising, receptive to change and willing to network. 
·   Confident in their own capacity to effect desirable change and to manage the effects of change. 
 

Social & Community Studies aims to offer a wide range of activities to prepare students for their future life 
roles: 
·  Personal management – growing and developing as a person. 
·  Management of relationships and resources – living with and relating to others, managing resources. 
·  Community involvement and participation – receiving from and contributing to communities. 
·  Healthy lifestyles – Examining ways to enhance their lifestyles with leisure, recreation and nutrition. 
·  The world of work – preparing students for work / study. 
 

Some proposed practical activities are: 
·  Playing, coaching and officiating sports such as basketball; hockey; touch; netball; water polo. 
·  Cooking for specific needs and basic First Aid. 
 

Aims  
·  Encourage students to develop strategies to recognize, face and deal with challenges at personal, social 

and global levels with reference to their working and everyday lives and develop skills to manage change. 
·  Enhance students’ abilities to recognize that mental and social well-being are significant to the individual, 

the family, the community and society as a whole. 
·  Develop critical literacy skills to access, organize and analyse information and to communicate this 

information effectively to others through planning, cooperative team work and problem solving. 
·  Foster personal development and social skills conducive to a concern for others, self-reliance, self-

management and the ability to work as a member of a team. 
·  Encourage responsible attitudes and behaviours required for effective participation in the community and 

assist students to think critically, creatively and constructively about their future role in it. 
 

Prerequisites  
·  Average motor skills and fitness levels.   
·  Students will be required to be fully involved in all aspects of the course (theory and practical).   
·  Students will be required to bring ingredients for practical cooking activities during the term that they are 

engaged in food studies. 
 

Companion Subjects 
The following subjects may be studied simultaneously: Recreation (General or Rugby League / Netball 
Sporting Excellence), Physical Education, Health Education, Home Economics, Hospitality Practices, Early 
Childhood Practices. 
 

Incompatible Subjects 
Students may choose only one subject from Social and Community Studies (HPE) and Social and 
Community Studies (Science). 
 

Expectations and Homework 
·  Homework -  Tasks are set regularly in theory and practical areas.   
·  Uniform -  Students must be dressed appropriately for practical work.  On the days where practical 

lessons are scheduled, students are to wear formal uniform to school and change into their appropriate 
practical uniform (as per Wavell Uniform policy).   

·  Equipment - Students are required to purchase (from the school bookshop) an inexpensive workbook 
for theory lessons.  All equipment & additional worksheets are supplied to students who participate in the 
Text and Resources Hire Scheme.  Other students will have to provide their own textbooks and possibly 
some equipment. 

·  Excursions -  Students participate in activities at commercial venues where hire fees apply to use the 
facilities and qualified instructors.  The school subsidises the cost to students.  Day excursions to outdoor 
education centres are part of the course.  Parents / students will be advised of costs. 
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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY STUDIES (SCIENCE) 
Authority Registered Subject 

Students selecting this subject cannot also select Social and Community Studies (HPE)  

Focus of the SAS  
The Social and Community Studies Subject Area Specification deals with the skills students need to function 
efficiently and positively in current and future life roles. The four life roles, which are interrelated and 
interdependent, are Personal management, Management of relationships, Resources management, and 
Community involvement and management at local, state, national, and global levels.  

The Life skills include the following:  
·  Personal skills help students to grow and develop as individuals and also help them to understand how 

their own actions influence others.  
·  Social skills help students live with and relate to other people across a variety of family, social and 

cultural contexts.  
·  Self-management skills help students use their time and capabilities for personal enrichment and the 

benefit of the communities in which they live.  
·  Citizenship skills help students receive positive and enriching experiences from, and make creative 

contributions to, the various communities of which they are a part, so that they may enhance their own 
lifestyles and sustain quality community life.  

 

Students will investigate these life roles through the following electives  
·  The community and the environment  - the interactions that humans have with their environment. 
·  Science and technology  - thinking critically and evaluate the impact of science and technology on our 

society.  
·  Into relationships  –managing personal, family, work and team relationships. Understanding human 

behaviour, diseases, mental health and motivation. 
·  Sustainability to survive  – as a person, a community or as a society we have to adopt sustainable 

practices in our daily lives. 

Nature of assessment  
Assessment will vary according to the electives being studied, but will include teacher observation of student 
skills, performance presentations, oral presentations, tests, short and extended written responses and a final 
project.  

Assessment is designed to enable students to demonstrate achievement of the objectives of the course, 
namely, Knowledge and understanding, Decision-making processes, and Communication skills. Students will 
be awarded a level of achievement based upon standards achieved in each of these criteria.  

Opportunities for students  
The subject allows students to develop personal skills related to self-awareness, relationships and personal 
management as well as developing an understanding of how they function, as organisms, communities and 
as workers.  

Students achieve a broad understanding of themselves and the construction of identity, group dynamics, 
personal goal setting, and inquiry processes. Students develop strategies to recognise, face and deal with 
personal, social, workplace and community challenges. Learning activities will include:  

·  undertaking experiments in the laboratory that investigate some of the essential learnings in science. 

·  collecting, analysing, organising and evaluating the quality and validity of information  

·  planning and organising community projects  

·  individually and in groups, attempting to solve problems and propose solutions to community issues  

·  making presentations such as seminars, debates, multimedia and practical demonstrations 

  
Incompatible Subjects 
Students who choose this subject cannot do Social and Social and Community Studies (HPE). 
 
What do we expect of students in this subject?  
Students will be expected to do at least 1.5 to 2 hours of home study each week. There are no requirements 
for this subject, but we expect that students are genuine in their intention to complete 2 years of study, 
developing the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will ensure they become productive, active and concerned 
Australians. 
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CERTIFICATE III IN BUSINESS 
Vocational Education and Training Subject 

TAFE Link Subject  
 
Wavell State High School offers the Certificate III in Business course in partnership with the Brisbane North 
Institute of TAFE.  The course is delivered on-line by the Brisbane Institute of TAFE to students during class 
time at school.  Students are also able to do additional work from home using the internet.  On successful 
completion of the Certificate III in Business students are awarded seven (7) points towards their Queensland 
Certificate of Education. 
 
The subject provides an understanding of the world of business in both public (Government) and private 
sectors.  Students have the opportunity to understand issues associated with workplace cultures and 
practices and develop the skills, processes and attitudes crucial to making valid decisions. 
 
Skills implicit in business and personal effectiveness include working in teams, demonstrating effective 
communication, organisational and interpersonal skills, as well as using a range of technologies.  These skills 
are required to be performed with accuracy, a concern for quality and a commitment to achieving goals and 
objectives. 
 
Features of the Course 
 

Nailing Business Compliance 
BSBCMN311A Maintain workplace safety 
BSBCMN317A Meet customers needs and expectations 
BSBCMN312A Support innovation and change 
Business Building Blocks 
BSBCMN318B Write simple documents 
BSBCMN214B Create and use spreadsheets 
BSBCMN301B Search and access on-line business information 
Identifying sensational business opportunities 
BSBCMN302A Identify a marketing opportunity 
BSBCMN301A Research business opportunities 
BSBCMN309A Recommend products and services 
Building productive networks 
BSBCMN304A Contribute to personal skill development 
BSBCMN301A Exercise initiative – business 
BSBCMN302A Organise workplace priorities 

   
 
Assessment 
Students will undertake competency based assessment towards the achievement of the Certificate II in 
Business. Competency based assessment is the process of gathering evidence and making judgements on 
whether the student can consistently demonstrate knowledge and skill, and the application of that knowledge 
and skill to the standard of performance required in the workplace. 
 
Cost 
 
There is a $30 per semester levied by TAFE to cover materials and IT costs. This fee is payable direct to 
Brisbane North Institute of TAFE. Payment details are issued to students at the beginning of each semester. 
All students are required to pay for printing credit and internet downloads after the initial free allocation is 
used. 
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CERTIFICATE III IN CHILDREN’S SERVICES   CHC30402 
Vocational Education and Training Subject 

TAFE Link Subject  
 
Certificate III in Children’s Services  is taught at Wavell High in partnership with a Registered Training 
Provider.  Students electing to study this certificate will be provided with a high quality pathway leading to 
formal vocational qualifications.  The course is delivered by Wavell teachers.  Students work through 
theoretical aspects of competencies during regular classes.  They are assessed both at school and ‘on the 
job’.  Students will participate in vocational placement and will also need to perform voluntary placement to 
ensure that their skills are able to develop and be demonstrated. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Students taking this subject may also study Home Economics or Home Economics (Food Major). 
 
Content 
Students will study 14 units of competency in class time.  They must also complete a Senior First Aid 
Certificate which may be completed at school during Wednesday afternoon tutorials.  Vocational placement 
during class time and work experience week, as well as voluntary placement, are required to complete the 
certificate. 
 
Units of Competency  
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 CHCFCIC Support the development of children in the service. 
CHCCN2C Care for Children. 
VPC200C Vocational Placement Component. 
CHCICORG3B participate in the work environment. 
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CHCCN1D Ensure children’s health and safety. 
CHCOHS301A Participate in workplace safety procedures. 
CHCCN4D Respond to illness, accidents and emergencies. 
CHCPR3C Develop an understanding of children’s interests & developmental needs.  (HLTFA1A Apply 
basic first aid – Students will complete during tutorials on a Wednesday at separate cost or bring a certified 
copy of current Senior First Aid/CPR Certificate.) 
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 CHCPR1C Deliver services/activities to stimulate children’s development & enhance their leisure. 

CHCCN3C Prepare nutritionally balanced food in a safe and hygienic manner. 
CHCCN5C Care for Babies. 
CHCRF1C Work effectively with families to care for the child. 
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r CHCCHILD1C Identify & respond to children & young people at risk of harm. 
CHCS301A Work within a legal & ethical framework. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment is competency based.  Students are provided with opportunities to match competency standards 
in both theoretical situations and ‘on the job’.  Students work in class and at home to complete assessment 
tasks. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Students nominating to study Certificate III in Children’s Services are required to make a financial 
commitment of an enrolment fee, competency fee and the cost to cover Vocational Placement.  (An upfront 
payment of $200.00 to enrol).  While the fees represent a considerable financial commitment, the course 
costs are very reasonable.  The course is available to Wavell High students only because of our partnership 
with the Registered Training Provider. 
 
Students must be prepared to participate in observation and practical work within the community. 
Excursions and vocational placement constitute a ve ry important part of this course. 
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ACCELERATED SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
 

The Accelerated School-based Apprenticeship Program (ASAP) is being piloted to address the needs of 
those students wishing to commence an apprenticeship while pursuing a vocational course of study. The 
purpose of the program is to provide students the opportunity to complete a significant proportion of a 
nationally recognised Apprenticeship while completing their senior studies. ASAP provides students with the 
opportunity to stay connected to their school and friends while starting their career. Students are able to make 
a substantial step into life after high school with the support of staff and management at Wavell SHS. 
Students enrolled in ASAP are also eligible for the Queensland Certificate of Education at the completion of 
Year 12. 
 
The ASAP involves students participating in two days industry placement to complete a School-based 
Apprenticeship and three days at school completing four subjects over Years 11 and 12.  
 
Students can undertake any School-based Apprenticeship at a Certificate III level such as Manufacturing, 
Engineering, Mechanical, Electro-technology, Carpentry, Cabinet Making etc. 
 

The subjects the students complete at school are Maths B or Maths A or Prevocational Maths, Senior English 
or English Communication, Recreation and Certificate II Workplace Practices. ASAP students will work an 
alternate timetable while at school that may require them to commence school early one or two days a week. 
Subjects studied as part of ASAP are not negotiable . 
 
ASAP students will complete their School-based Apprenticeship on Mondays and Thursdays and complete 
their school studies on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. This provides ASAP students with the ability to 
participate in Wednesday Inter-school Sport and the Senior School Assembly. 

 
CERTIFICATE II IN WORKPLACE PRACTICES – PENDING REG ISTRATION 

(Only to be chosen in conjunction with the ASAP program) 
 
Aim  
Workplace Practices has been developed to address the consistent concern expressed by industry regarding 
the need for persons entering the workforce to have a “hands-on” understanding of workplace culture and of 
general workplace practices. In simple terms, it is designed to give students the knowledge and skills they will 
need to “hit the ground running” and to make a positive impression when they first enter employment. 
 
In the classroom, students will be exposed to such issues as workplace health and safety, industrial relations, 
trade unions, conflict resolution, customer relations and business operations while developing their 
transferable skills i.e. sound work ethics such as punctuality, regular attendance, notification of absences, 
teamwork and appropriate communication in the workplace. 
 
Workplace Practices is timetabled so that students gain on-the-job experience which is a requirement for the 
Certificate II in Workplace Practices.  
 
Areas of Study 
To attain the certificate, competency in all  vocational modules as outlined below must be achieved. Over the 
two year course, students will study competencies covering the following topics: 
·  Industrial and workplace relations 
·  Occupational health, safety and security 
·  Workplace behaviour and image 
·  Managing personal work performance 
·  Accessing employment and training options 
·  Developing job acquisition strategies 
·  Applying an enterprising approach in an approved project 
·  Interacting effectively in the workplace 
·  Working effectively in a team 
·  Participating in structured workplace learning. 
 
Special Subject Advice   
To gain a Certificate II in Workplace Practices, a minimum of 80 hours of structured work placement must be 
incorporated. Students enrolled in a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship are exempt from the work 
placement requirement of Certificate II in Workplace Practices and may also apply for credit for the industry 
specific electives. All other students must complete the structured work placement in their own time.  
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At the beginning of Term 1, students enrolled in vocational subjects must participate in a VET induction 
program. During this time, they will be made aware of workplace health and safety issues and will complete 
their Safety Sense Certificate which is a compulsory prerequisite to beginning their placement. 
  
Assessment/Workload   
Wavell State High School is the Registered Training Organisation for this course. Students complete 
competency-based tasks for each competency. Assessment in this course is competency based. Results for 
each unit of competence will be recorded as Competent or Not Yet Competent. All students are required to 
maintain a Student Log Book for each Work Placement to enable them to receive certification. 
 
Associated Subject Costs   
There are no specific subject costs associated with this subject. However, students will be required to provide 
their own personal protective equipment relevant to their workplace as well as covering the costs of transport 
to and from the workplace. 
 
Certificates and QCE Credits Possible 
All competencies that are completed to a “competent’ standard will be recorded on the student’s Certificate of 
Senior Education. Students who gain competencies in all units will be awarded the Certificate II in Workplace 
Practices. Those who do not successfully complete all competencies will receive a statement of attainment 
stating competencies achieved. 
 
This is a training product and not a qualification from a national training package.  Four QCE credits  
will be awarded for completion of the course. If st udents do not successfully complete the entire 
course, no credit will be given towards the Queensl and Certificate of Education.  
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QUEENSLAND MINERALS AND ENERGY ACADEMY 
 
Wavell State High School is one of six schools in the ‘Mt Isa Hub’ of the Queensland Minerals and Energy 
Academy (QMEA).  The QMEA is a partnership between Education Queensland and the Queensland 
Resources Council.  The aim of the QMEA is to create and enhance pathways for students into the Minerals 
and Energy industries in Queensland.  This partnership provides opportunities, including work experience, 
training, vacation studies at operating mines and plants across Queensland and tertiary assistance to 
interested Wavell students in Years 11 and 12  who have an interest in the mining and energy industries. 
 
The Activities of the QMEA include: 
·  Embedding industry related content in existing school work programs in Years 8-12 
·  Raising awareness and encouraging students to consider careers in related industries 
·  Developing a highly structured Work Experience program for selected students 
·  Providing School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships for selected students 
·  Student and staff visits to industry 
·  Industry personnel visits to schools 
·  Tertiary cadetships/scholarships for students 
·  Direct Entry relationships with Tertiary or post-school Institutions 
·  Industry-supported Awards that encourages student and teacher participation. 
 
These activities may be of particular interest to s tudents enrolled in the Authority subjects of 
Engineering Technology, Earth Science, Chemistry, P hysics, Mathematics B and Mathematics C, as 
well as the Authority Registered Subject, Manufactu ring. 

I 
N
D
U
S
T
R
Y 
 

L 
I 
N
K 
 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 72 

WAVELL DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 
School Subject compulsory for all Wavell students 

 
The Wavell Development Program  (WDP) in Years 11 and 12 is a compulsory program for all students and 
is taken during the scheduled 35 minute WDP lesson each Friday.  It addresses a broad range of issues, life 
skills and planning for the post-secondary-school phase of education.  It further develops the skills inherent in 
the Queensland Senior Curriculum. 
 
In Semester 1, Year 11, key concerns are: to ease the transition to senior schooling and to prepare students 
for work experience.  The transition program aims to improve self esteem, teach skills involved with study, 
communication and time management, and to raise student awareness of senior school procedures, 
relationships and interpersonal issues.  Work experience preparation includes procedural matters, resume 
preparation, telephone skills, post-school options, and awareness of issues such as discrimination and 
harassment in the work place. 
 
From Semester 2 of Year 11 till the end of Term 3, Year 12, students are prepared for the Queensland Core 
Skills (QCS) Test which involves seven hours of State-wide common testing in term three of Year 12.  This 
test incorporates extended writing, multiple choice questions and short response items.  It is administered by 
the Queensland Studies Authority (QSA) at the end of August or early September each year.  Students who 
have a disability/impairment may apply early in Year 12 to the QSA for special provision for the QCS Test. 
 
In Semester 2 of Year 12, Career Education is provided for those Year 12 students who are not OP eligible 
and who do not wish to take the QCS Test. 
 
The QCS Test results are used by the Queensland Studies Authority to scale school results in order to 
calculate each OP-eligible student’s Overall Position and Field Positions for tertiary entrance. 
 
Human Relationships Education is also covered in this program in Term 4 of Year 12.  The elements covered 
may be care and support, interpersonal skills, group skills, learning to learn, future planning, health and 
personal safety. 
 
Prerequisites  
Nil. 
 
Companion Subjects  
Nil. 
 
Content  
The program will include units on: 
 
·  The Writing Task of the QCS Test 
·  Skills and Processes Development - focusing on the 49 Common Elements of the Queensland Senior 

Curriculum: 
- Reading Comprehension 
- Mathematics Formulae and Manipulation 
- Interpretation of Graphs and Tables 
- Visual Literacy and Visual Analogies 

 - Proof Reading 
·  Multiple Choice Questions 
·  Short Response Items 
·  Trial Tests 
 
Assessment  
At the end of Semester II of Year 11 and during Semesters I and II of Year 12, students sit for practice 
papers in readiness for the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test.  These include practices for all four papers 
of the QCS Test: Writing Task, Multiple Choice (two papers) and Short Response.  Previous years’ papers 
are used for these practices. 
 
These practice tests are designed to familiarise students with the conditions and types of questions to be 
encountered in the QCS Test.  The Writing Task and Short Response papers are marked by accredited 
markers who are very familiar with the official standards of marking for the QCS Test. 
 
Students receive written and verbal feedback about the quality of their responses to the practice papers. 
 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 73 

Individual results will be recorded on Semester Reports as a rating from A to E, in addition to a comment 
reflecting the student’s level of participation in the program. 
 
Students will be permitted to sit for the QCS Test only if they have completed a satisfactory number 
of practice papers .  The QCS Test results of each OP-Eligible Wavell student affect the OPs and FPs of all 
other Wavell OP-Eligible students; so this policy is designed to protect the OPs of conscientious students 
from probable adverse effects resulting from unprepared students taking the QCS Test. 
 
Expectations and Homework 
Students taking the QCS Test will be expected to purchase a workbook from the Wavell Bookshop.  This 
comprehensive book contains advice and practice materials with answers for each of the four papers of the 
QCS Test.  Approximate cost is $20.  Extra assistance will be available to students from the Head of 
Department, Senior Schooling and Vocational Education in the form of additional exercises and advice. 
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This exercise is to help you plan which subjects you should study in Year 11 in 2007 and in Year 12 in 2008.  
In making your subject choices you should consider many things, but especially your strengths  and abilities  
in the subjects you have studied so far, your career options  and the tertiary studies you might have to 
complete to follow these careers.  You should also think about your interest  in the subjects that we offer and 
the need to have a balanced choice of subjects that you will enjoy.  If you are aiming for an OP, you should 
choose a set of subjects that will challenge you, but in which you can succeed.   
 
You must choose six subjects  from the list provided on page 9. 
 
Students considering tertiary options should complete the Overall Field Position and Field Position Weights 
exercise.  Field Positions are awarded only to students eligible for an OP. 
 
In the following pages details are listed about the Overall Field Position  (OP) and the Field Position 
Weights  (FP).  These terms are explained there.  You should also consult the introductory pages of this 
Curriculum Book for further information on their significance.  The book Tertiary Prerequisites 2011 also 
provides necessary information on tertiary course prerequisites.  The Queensland Studies Authority publishes 
the Table of Subject Weights.  See page 77 for these. 
 
SUBJECT SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS - It is recommended that you complete this exercise. 
 
STRENGTHS AND INTERESTS 

Subject Level of Achievement 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

Subjects I do BEST in are:  
 
 
(List in descending order; 

include Year 10 
Levels of Achievement) 

7.  
 
CAREER INTERESTS 
My Career Interests are:  (Be as specific as possible.) 

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

 
TERTIARY INTERESTS 
Courses I am interested in studying after Year 12 are: 

Field Positions 
 University Courses Institution Prerequisites 

Specific Units 
Subjects Required Primary Secondary 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

 TAFE Courses Institution Prerequisite Subjects Entrance Standard 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

 
 
ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT AFFECT T HE SELECTION OF SUBJECTS AT WAVELL. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
 
PROCEDURES 
With these considerations in mind check the Curriculum Book for information about the subjects you are interested in; then once your 
selections are made enter them on the Subject Selection Form, have it signed by a parent return it by the due date.  It is important that 
students interested in a tertiary course should read and complete the following section on Tertiary Entrance Procedures. 

SUMMARY OF SUBJECT SELECTION INFORMATION FOR 
YEAR 11 IN 2009 AND YEAR 12 IN 2010 AND 

WORKSHEETS FOR FIELD POSITION CALCULATIONS  
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TERTIARY ENTRANCE PROCEDURES 
Students considering tertiary studies must be eligible for an Overall Position (OP) and meet the specific requirements (Field Positions 
and Prerequisite Subjects) for their desired course. 
 
OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT POSITION (OP) 
OPs compare student achievement in Authority subjects.  Each subject is weighted equally. 
An OP is based on a student’s best 100 weighted semester units (WSUs)* - the equivalent of five Authority subjects taken for four 
semesters.  The best 100 WSUs must include at least three subjects each taken for four semesters. 
An OP is reported as one of twenty-five bands numbered from 1 (highest) to 25 (lowest). 
A student must be eligible for an OP to receive any Field Position. 
 
FIELD POSITIONS A, B, C, D and E 
Field Positions (FP-A, FP-B, FP-C, FP-D, FP-E) compare student achievement in various areas of Authority Subject study. 
Subjects are weighted differently. 
An FP is based on a student’s best 60 WSUs* - the equivalent of three Authority subjects each with a weight of 5 and taken for four 
semesters.  A student’s best 60 WSUs may involve more than three subjects. 
 
An FP is reported as one of ten bands numbered from 1 (highest) to 10 (lowest).  FPs are different from OPs because subjects are 
weighted unequally according to the relative emphasis in the syllabuses on: 
 
CODES 
(FP-A): Extended written expression involving complex analysis and synthesis of ideas. 
(FP-B): Short written communication involving reading comprehension and expression in English or a foreign language. 
(FP-C): Basic numeracy involving simple calculations and graphical and tabular interpretation. 
(FP-D): Solving complex problems involving mathematical symbols and abstractions. 
(FP-E): Substantial practical performance involving physical or creative arts or expressive skills. 
 

*  WSUs = number of semesters a subject is studied multiplied by the subject’s weighting. 
 
AN EXAMPLE OF FIELD POSITION ELIGIBILITY CALCULATIO NS IS SHOWN ON THE NEXT PAGE. 



Wavell Senior Curriculum Book 2009 - 2010 

 76 

F.P. CALCULATION SHEET for calculating Field Positi on Eligibility  
 

Step 1. Enter the Authority Subjects studied into the table below.  Do not enter Authority Registered Subjects. 
Step 2. From the Table of Subject Weights on the next page, enter the weights of each subject in each Field. 
Step 3. Multiply each Field Position Weight by 4 (the number of semesters for which the subject will be 

studied) to determine weighted semester units for each subject. 
Step 4. Total the Weighted Semester Units in each Field. 
Step 5. If the total is 60 or greater, tick the eligibility box. 
 
WORKED EXAMPLE:  
Subjects Selected     Subject Weights for Field Positions  
 

 
1. English 
2. Legal Studies 
3. Geography 
4. Maths B 
5. Biology 
6. Drama 
 

A 
5 x 4 = 20 
5 x 4 = 20 
5 x 4 = 20 
1 x 4 =   4 
3 x 4 = 12 
4 x 4 = 16 

B 
4 x 4 = 16 
5 x 4 = 20 
5 x 4 = 20 
2 x 4 =   8 
3 x 4 = 12 
3 x 4 = 12 

C 
1 x 4 =   4 
2 x 4 =   8 
4 x 4 = 16 
5 x 4 = 20 
5 x 4 = 20 
1 x 4 =   4 

D 
- x 4 =    0 
- x 4 =    0 
2 x 4 =   8 
5 x 4 = 20 
3 x 4 = 12 
- x 4 =    0 

E 
4 x 4 = 16 
2 x 4 =   8 
3 x 4 = 12 
1 x 4 =   4 
3 x 4 = 12 
5 x 4 = 20 

 

No. of Weighted 
Semester Units  92  84  72           40          72 
 

�  if eligible �   �   �     �  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
YOUR CALCULATIONS 
Subjects selected     Subject Weights for Field Positions 
 Be careful to use the Subject Weights Table for use in Year 12 in 2008 printed on page 80 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

A 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

B 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

C 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

D 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

E 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

 
No. of Weighted 
Semester Units 
 

         

 
 

�  if eligible          

 
YOUR CALCULATIONS 
Subjects selected     Subject Weights for Field Positions 
 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

A 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

B 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

C 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

D 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

E 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 
x 4 = 

 
No. of Weighted 
Semester Units 
 

         

 
 

�  if eligible          
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SUBJECT WEIGHTS TABLE FOR USE IN YEAR 12 IN 2010 
 

This table is for use by students completing Queens land Year 12 in 2010 
 

These Subject Weights are determined by the Queensland Studies Authority. 
 

Subject Field A Field B Field C Field D Field E 
Accounting 3 3 5 4 2 
Ancient History 5 4 2 NA 2 
Biology 4 3 5 3 3 
Business Organisation and Management 4 3 4 2 3 
Chemistry 4 3 5 5 3 
Dance 3 3 2 NA 5 
Drama 4 3 2 NA 5 
Earth Science 3 4 5 3 3 
Economics 5 5 5 3 2 
Engineering Technology 3 3 5 4 3 
English 5 3 1 NA 4 
English Extension (Literature) 5 3 1 NA 3 
Film, Television and New Media 4 3 2 NA 5 
Geography 5 5 4 2 3 
Graphics 2 3 5 4 4 
Health Education 5 3 3 2 2 
Home Economics (including Food Major strand) 3 3 3 2 4 
Information Processing and Technology 3 3 4 4 3 
Japanese 1 5 1 NA 4 
Legal Studies 5 5 3 NA 2 
Mathematics A 1 2 5 5 1 
Mathematics B 1 2 5 5 1 
Mathematics C 1 2 5 5 1 
Modern History 5 4 2 NA 2 
Music 3 2 2 2 5 
Music Extension  3 2 2 2 5 
Physical Education 4 3 3 2 5 
Physics 4 3 5 5 3 
Science21 3 3 5 3 3 
Technology Studies 4 3 4 3 4 
Visual Art 3 2 2 NA 5 

 
 

How Subject Weights are used in calculating Field P ositions (FPs): 
 

In the determination of Overall Positions (OPs), all subjects are weighted equally .  That is, they are all given a 
weight of 5.  An OP is based on a student’s best 100 weighted semester units (WSUs), the equivalent of five Authority 
subjects taken for four semesters.  A weighted semester unit is the number of semesters a subject is studied multiplied 
by the subject’s weighting.  The best 100 WSUs must include at least three subjects each taken for four semesters. 
An OP is reported as one of twenty-five bands numbered from 1 (highest) to 25 (lowest). 
 
For Field Positions (FPs), subjects are not  weighted equally .  That is, all subjects do not contribute equally to the 
determination of each FP.  Field Positions involve weighting each subject according to the emphasis in each subject on 
assessment in skill areas defined by the field.  The extent to which a subject contributes to each FP depends on the 
weighting of that subject in that particular field.  The weights are shown above. 
 
 


